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The 4™ Single Moms’ Day
Single Moms Are Parents Too!

From Abandonment to Child-rearing
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Conference Schedule

The 4™ Single Moms’ Day Conference
Single Moms Are Parents Too: From Abandonment to Child-rearing
Date Thursday, May 8, 2014, 12:00-3:30
Place  Lawmakers’ Office Building, Small Seminar Room #2, 2nd Floor
(12:00~12:30) Registration and refreshments

(12:30~13:00) Opening address Ross Oke (International Coordinator of Truth and
Reconciliation for the Adoption Community of Korea)

Welcoming speech Mok Kyeong-hwa (KUMFA president)
Congratulations

MP Nam Yoon In-soon (New Political Alliance for Democracy Party)
MP Min Hyun-ju (Saenuri Party)

Reading of letters Letters written by unwed moms’ children to their
mothers

(13:00~15:30) Debate: Preparing Policy to Prevent Child Abandonment
Moderator Prof. Kim Hye-young (Sookmyung Women’s University)
Presenter Prof. Helen Noh (Soongshil University)
Discussant 1  Prof. Shin Ok-ju (Chonbuk National University)
Discussant 2 Pastor Kim Hae-seong (Global Sarang president)

Discussant 3 Lee Yoon-min (Activist with KUMFA, child-rearing unwed
mom)

Discussant 4 Song Joon-heon (Ministry of Health and Welfare, head of
child welfare policy department)

Discussant 5 Park Dong-hyeok (Ministry of Gender Equality, head of
family support department)

(15:30~15:40) Dismissal Shim Myeong-ok (Seoul Single Parent organization president)

The 4" Single Moms’ Day 7
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Human Library Schedule

The 4™ Single Moms’ Day Human Library

Date  Sunday, May 11, 12:00-4:00

Place Catholic Youth Center 5" Floor

(12:00~12:30) Registration and refreshments
(12:30~12:40) Welcome Park Yeong-mi (KUMSN chair of the board)

Congratulatory speech Toby Dawson (adopted to the United States,
mogul skier, gold and bronze medals in FIS Freestyle World Ski
Championships, Olympic bronze medalist, PR ambassador for the Korea
National Tourism Organization and the 2018 Pyeongchang Olympic
Games Bid Committee, coach of Korean national moguls team)

(12:40~14:30) Reading the books

Reading helper Lee Yeong-ho (head of Seoul Single Parent Family
Support Center)

Books Jeong Soo-jin (child-rearing unwed mom), Jeon Mi-sook (single
parent), Andrea Kim Cavicchi (American overseas adoptee from Korea),
Member of Dandelions (Adoptees’ Families of Origin), Margie Perscheid
(American adoptive mother of Korean children)

Interpretation Shannon Heit, Kim Chang-seon
(14:30~16:00) Movie Screening

Mother My Mother by Park Sang-mi

The 4" Single Moms’ Day 8
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Opening address

Ross Oke (International Coordinator of TRACK)

On behalf of TRACK, we would like to thank everyone in Korea and abroad who have
supported the 4™ Single Moms Day. We also want to thank all of you in attendance for
participating in this event.

While the previous conferences have been celebratory; we felt that out of respect for the
victims of the Sewol sinking and their families, it would be more appropriate to have a
moment of silence.

<Moment of silence>

For some of you who’ve never attended a Single Moms’ Day Conference, you may be
asking what it represents. This day originally began as a challenge to the government’s
Adoption Day, a day that represents the prioritization of adoption over family support and
protection. But since then, after some reflection, this day has come to represent more; it’s
come to represent a push for change; not only a change in government policy, but also a
change in the persistent attitudes and myths that perpetuate discrimination against single
parent families.

Each year we’ve focused on a different theme, and in light of this year’s increased media
attention around abandonment, we shifted our attention on moving from abandonment to
childrearing. For some, the solution has been to facilitate these abandonments by shying
away from tackling the root causes, and instead placing their support in a baby hatch. But
families deserve a better solution than a box. It isn’t a choice if a mother must decide
whether to raise a child in a hostile environment or give up that child. They deserve the
recognition, respect and protection guaranteed to them under the international human rights
treaties that Korea is obligated to uphold.

Right now in this room, there are many of you who have lost family members through
adoption. There are many of you who struggle to raise a child alone despite the stigma. And
there are many children in this room who must confront discrimination for no other reason
than having a single parent. So I do not need to talk about the effects of falsified birth
registration, human rights violations, or systematic discrimination because we’ve all been
touched by it either directly or indirectly. And as abandonments continue and adoption
remains the primary response, there will be many more in the future who will share these

The 4" Single Moms’ Day 11
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experiences.

It is for this reason that this day serves to bring all of us together to learn, to share, and to
participate in working for change. The challenge is not long only on the government but
also on us. Each of us, in our own sphere of influence, can elevate awareness and
understanding about the issues that will be discussed today and remind people that single
moms are parents too.

We thank you and welcome you to the 4™ Annual Single Moms® Day Conference.

The 4" Single Moms’ Day 12
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Welcome

Mok Kyeong-hwa (KUMFA president)

Thanks for joining today’s conference: The 4th Single Moms’ Day: Single Moms are
Parents Too! From Abandonment to Child-rearing. It is my honor to be with you.

According to a KDI announcement, more than 10,000 children were born in Korea out-of-
wedlock in 2012, and around 50% of children were born out-of-wedlock in Europe.
According to a March 18, 2014 Yonhap News report, from 2001-2012, consecutively for
12 years, Korean women’s birthrate was less than 1.3 children per woman, the lowest
number among the OECD Countries. We are the nation of the lowest birthrate among the
OECD countries.

Despite the lowest birthrate, if any woman gives birth out of wedlock, she would be
stigmatized by social prejudice, economic poverty, the end of her education and career
opportunities, and the absence of the child’s father. Thus, she would be pressured from
society to have an abortion or give up the child for adoption. This kind of pressure is severe
if the woman is a teenager and beloved by her parents. In particular, teenagers, by and large,
cannot use their own discretion.

In Australia, when single moms are engaged with education, the school provides babysitters
or a free school bus so single moms can study without difficulties. Ann Thomas, the
principal of Para West adult school said, “The single moms need confidence to be able to
be independent and understanding from our society and the role of our society is to provide
free education.”

In France, as out-of-wedlock births increased as much as 50% from 2006, they do not
distinguish between married childbirth and out-of-wedlock childbirth whatsoever.
Regardless of her marital status, as long as a woman raises a child, she can receive child
benefits, a family allowance, maternity leave, a baby break, and childcare services. In
addition, for the single moms’ children, the government provides a “special child benefit”
which is 22.5% of the basic family allowance (around 130,000 won), as well as providing
other special allowances for single parents.

In Korea, the government provides 150,000 won per month (until the child became 14 years
old) to adoptive parents regardless of their income and the 1st degree of health insurance.
For home foster care, the government provides 500,000 won per month, and for the special
needs child facilities, the government provides 1,050,000 won per month per child. For
group homes, the government provides 1,070,000 per month per child. However, for single
moms, when their salary is less than 130% of the minimum wage, the government provides
70,000 per month (until the child became 12 years old) and no health insurance benefits,
unlike the adoptive parents. Recently, some media reports say that some single moms

The 4™ Single Moms’ Day 16
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abandon their children, but it is not the single moms, but rather the government supporting
policy, which encourages the abandonment of children.

We need sex education and human rights education in schools, homes, regions, and in our
society. Often we say that there are the single moms but no single dads (as he avoids the
responsibility of child-rearing). But a woman alone cannot have a child. If we respect every
life, we should make all our efforts in order to preserve the original family and give severe
penalties when the birth father avoids his responsibility. How can the irresponsible father
run a company and society with responsibility?

Some people say that “children need a normal family.” Then what is the normal family?
Without a mom and dad, is it abnormal family? Or only with lots of resources can we have
a normal family? Then what is the ceiling? Is the disabled family not a normal family then?
Who can say that only “my family” is normal? As long as family members love and
support each other, regardless of how much money or power they have, and regardless of
the number of parents, it is a normal family.

The 11th President of Finland, Tarja Halonen, was a single mom. When she was a
presidential candidate, some people were critical of her leadership, as she was a single mom.
But by the end of her presidency, 80% of the Finish people supported her leadership.

When the current president of Chile, Michelle Bachelet, ran for the presidency, the media
descried her as the “single mom” or “divorced woman.” At that time, Bachelet, also
described herself as a divorced woman, and said, “I have all elements of Chilean sin.” She
emphasized that she would keep balance between a role of politician and mother.

Oprah Winfrey was born in a poverty-stricken slum with divorced parents, so she grew up
with grandmother. She experienced considerable hardship during her childhood, saying she
was raped at age nine and became pregnant at 14; her son died in infancy. Subsequently she
ran away, did drugs, and lived a hellish life. Yet she became one of the most influential
women in the world.

No woman would say that “I will be a single mom from tomorrow.” However, any
pregnant woman has the qualifications to be a mother. Of course, she and her family could
be shocked and may feel fear, but it is not unfortunate. The pregnancy will cause some
difficulties, but I am sure we can overcome these difficulties together. We are proud to be
moms and rearing our beloved children. Let’s cheer each other on!

The 4™ Single Moms’ Day 17
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The 4™ International Conference of Single Mom’s Day

Single Moms Are Parents Too: From Abandonment to Child-rearing

MP Nam Yoon In-soon (New Political Alliance for Democracy Party)

Greetings!

This is Nam Yoon In-soon, a member of the Korean National Assembly working under the
Committee of Health and Welfare and the Committee of Women and Family. It’s my honor
to co-host the 4™ International Conference of Single Moms’ Day. I give my congratulations
on today’s conference with all my heart.

Before starting my address, I do wish to express my condolences to the Sewol Ferry
victims and their families. We all share their sadness together and need to place the top
priority on revealing the truth behind the disaster thoroughly, and we also have to focus on
implementing a disaster management system so this kind of fatal disaster does not happen
again. I believe it is all of you who research and act aggressively “to make a better society
for every parent to raise children together under any circumstances” who understand and
feel the deep grief of the victim’s families and the value of children in Korean society.

I would like to give my gratitude to the organizations and groups like Korean Unwed
Mothers’ Families Association (KUMFA), Truth and Reconciliation for the Adoption
Community of Korea (TRACK), InTree, Korea Single Parent Alliance, Seoul Single Parent
Alliance, KoRoot, KUMSN, Dandelions, and Seoul Single Parent Support Center. Also, I
would like to give thank to Min Hyunju, an MP of the Grand National Party (Saenuri Party).

I know the above organizations and groups have made great efforts to designate “Single
Moms’ Day” on May 11 and have held the annual international conference and ceremony
in order to change governmental policies and practices of Korean adoption and to urge
change in social attitudes and support toward single mothers, including unwed single
mothers. I do appreciate their struggles indeed.

We can regard this year of 2014 as the bitterest time to the young generation of Korean
society, who should be protected and be taken care of by their seniors. Recently, we came
to face a series of sad stories of child abuse and the deaths of children suffering from child
abuses like Hyun-su, which caused resentment among us. Hyun-su was adopted by
American parents and died by being beaten by his adoptive father after 104 days of
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adoption. We all are raising questions of how difficult it is for us to raise our children in
this society. We should deliberate and keep in mind where the causes lie and what we
should do not to repeat the same tragedy in the future.

Above all, we need to discuss on specific actions -- what should be provided to single
parents and their babies who are suffering in helpless circumstances and are led to
relinquish their newborn babies. We heard the happy news that one unwed student mother
changed her mind from relinquishing her baby to the babybox to raising the baby after
getting specific counseling about support for raising a child. We know that financial aid is
not enough to raise a child, but we can let mothers know that there are ways of living with
their lovely children. However, it is a problem that people barely access useful information
for child-rearing support.

The Republic of Korea signed the Hague Adoption Convention in 2013. The Hague
Convention of 1993 clearly says that children should be raised in their original families as a
priority. We see there should be strong support and aid from society in order to keep them
in their birth families without adoption. We should double the budget for single parent
support and make a one-stop supporting system by broadening facilities and budgets to help
them in emergencies, for baby deliveries, and finally, for raising children.

Last year, we drafted and proposed a revision to the Family Relation Registration Law in
order to reconcile the right of newborn babies with the protection of privacy for unwed
mothers, and also for protection against privacy invasion that can happen through exposing
personal information. Now I am continuously trying to discuss passing the bill with
relevant government officials.

This year, we are working on the revision of the Special Adoption Law in order to make
legal grounds for “post international adoption service” that was evoked by the sad incident
of Hyun-su’s death in the U.S. There are a few provisions for post domestic adoption
services like the observation of the mutual adaptation between an adoptee and adoptive
parents in the law, but there’s no way to check through post international adoption services
to keep our eyes on the international adoptees and their adoptive families. After the
activation of the revision of the law, we expect to check if international adoptees are well
taken care of in safe environments by their adoptive families. Above all, we know that
stably and happily living with their original families is the best way for our children in this
society, without separation. I do hope all of you to add your knowledge and thoughts as
much as you can in order to accomplish our purpose today.

Again, thank you for attending today.
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“The 4th Single Moms’ Day International Conference” Welcome Speech

MP Min Hyun-ju (Saenuri Party)

Congratulations on the 4th anniversary of the Single Moms’ Day International Conference,
and also thanks to all the participants.

Recently, the film Philomena was introduced in Korea, and this film is based on the true
story of Philomena Lee. In the film, we can see forced adoption and human rights abuses
against single mothers in 1950s Ireland, which we can still see in today’s Korea. For the
first time in the world, Korea has become a donor nation from being a receiving nation and
made remarkable progress and development during the last few decades. However, in our
society, we still discriminate against countless single mothers and stigmatize them. As a
result, nearly 1,000 children are sent away for overseas adoption every year.

Last February, a three-year-old overseas adoptee was killed in the USA. So many adoptees
and single mothers were so sad about this tragedy. To prevent such a tragedy, we need to
strengthen the adoption process and improve the current system, but these are also not easy,
as some people argue that these attempts will halt active adoption. Of course it is important
to provide a family when the child needs a family. But what is more important is to let the
children stay with their original family without separation from their beloved parents and
families. During the last few years, we have made constant efforts to support single
mothers and their children, but this support is not good enough. Some people say that it is
very important to preserve original families, but still look down on single mothers who
raise their children. If we support single mothers with more resources while eradicating
social discrimination against them, it will also overcome our world’s lowest birth rate
problem, as we send nearly 1,000 children for overseas adoption every year. If we do that,
we can minimize the pain and suffering of adoptees and their original families.

It will be nearly one year since Korea signed the Hague International Child Adoption
Convention. The foundation of the child protection policy is the preservation of the original
family, and the Hague Convention also pursues the same spirit. I hope that through the
ratification of the Hague Convention, we can upgrade the support system for original
families, and I will also extend my full ability to achieve this goal.

All of you are the driving force to improve policies for single mothers and adoptees. From
the bottom of my heart, I wish today’s conference will be a stepping stone in finding a
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systematic solution in supporting single mothers and their children so they can live together
without separation. Once again, thanks to all of you who are here today and who made this
conference possible with your overwhelming toil and devotion.

The 4™ Single Moms’ Day 25



#)43]
2 )

= o —
a B o
- ol " T
| xX —_—
o0 g g now g ° T o
0 4 F o {Jm o ~ B —
oD UG ol ~ - of 0 — To
o TR ~K RIS o
al < e° < — ,Ul - gl il T
= 3 o -
= gp - = B 3 i -y
w <= ) S ) X T o
5 o7 il - = o & = -
T g 2 E o gl o
i 5 o < = 2 L
o = o} I pe T ==
o = S Fo o A M o S I "
o AR o up N o <0 TR
0 o ‘UI e o m_w MII cN &= ™ o 5
NGy x iy ° o T U
N s bN i W oy
oy N Zw g
of) W w X e B NN <
w7 w pE 2w N
T g T W T Dw g O
~ M iy Q. ° oy N 5 KX g ~ -
Hol ;ot W o 0 LE 0 AT i = Of s Hol oT.c
iz v D33 R grs E
= T T~ ol w Iy - = :
X0 9y =) oy cr T < o) e X il
o) o) ) oy = AJn o ‘o) <A oY 5 W H =
S X = X T & e T oD
o T AE & = Sy X Lo = T R
RN S o T F L o T G T = o
<7 L 3B X H o o) = T T W s
Te Y g o D T o N x
o o w¥ o= (GO ° 05
T oW TR Mo T < A
Tos 22 wa sl N !
OX oF o0 W %o = ob = L0|ﬂm1_ﬂpl o T H
o G % Uy

26

h Qs
The 4" Single Moms’ Day



=ol| A A2 HEl 7 5y o

‘11‘:'!:;(“7]— /\]_ﬂle ‘Q]Xﬂi Xﬂ7]ﬂ:ﬂ‘

Pl

ol

m

—_—

0
=)

27

13, 495 A% 23 A

°

1]

=
RN

=

=

& n

]

Z1
ST

o

TC

il

T

k)
T

The 4" Single Moms’ Day

=R



A43] F2He] F

Congratulatory Speech

Kim Geum-Ok (Standing representative of Korean Women's Association United)

This is very difficult and sad time to give greetings. But in celebration of The 4th Single
Moms’ Day, 1 want to give warm greetings at this precious time that is hosted by
supporting associations for the rights of adoptees and single mothers.

Adoption policies without any forethought about human rights and the rights of mothers
and children have been causing many problems. We’ve only been concerned about “taking
care abandoned children” and recommend adoption.

Many single mothers and children have suffered because of immature social behavior about
those who are positioned the outside of the marriage system.

Statistics indicate that most locally and internationally adopted children are from single
mothers.

Even if it was her own choice, it is very tough to live as a single mother because she is
going to be shunned by other people whether she keeps her baby or gives her baby up for
adoption.

In this society, the custody of birthparents and the rights of the babies that to be raised are
undefended.

We must change social recognition, not just point at baby abandonment. To raise babies
healthily by single mothers, we need lots of effort to reform their conditions emotionally
and financially. Single mothers have the right to raise their own babies. Also, babies have
the right to be raised by their birthparents.

I’m so glad the issues about the rights of single mothers and adoptees are emerging because
of hosting associations’ efforts.

I wish that today’s conference serves as a momentum to improve the rights of adoptees and
single mothers and will make people interested in real causes, not an ostensible social
phenomenon.

Once again, I offer words of encouragement to the associations that have hosted this
meaningful event for the past four years. Thank you.
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Greetings

Coming Around to The 4th Single Moms’ Day

Do Hyun Kim (Director of KoRoot)

It has become the 4th anniversary of Single Mom’s Day. I would like to give my
appreciation, love and encouragement to all efforts made so far.

I am writing this in the middle big grief due to the Sewol Ferry tragedy. I can’t resist from
feeling big sadness and anger. Byungcheol Han, a Korean philosopher living in Germany
and the author of the book Fatigue Society says the real murderer of the 300 Sewol Ferry
victims who drowned the young and beautiful spirits is not the captain, but neo-liberalism. I
believe the primary responsibility should go to those who seek no-liberalism in this society,
which eliminates relevant regulations, breaks down the safety net, and promotes profit
maximization in order to make neo-liberalism root deeply in society. Also, the tragedy
should be interpreted as a warning to those who internalize the neo-liberal value system to
acknowledge the threats inside neo-liberalism.

However, we are aware that the neo-liberal system of internal violence has controlled the
lives of children since a few decades ago, when the neo-liberal discourse came to rise.
Inter-country adoption, another familiar word to us, is the face of neo-liberalism.

If the native face of neo-liberalism is privatization, abolishing of regulation, and the
maximization of profits, the adoption business has typical characteristics of neo-liberalism
because it was proliferated in the period of the 1970s and 1980s during the governments of
ex-presidents Park Chunghee and Chun Doohwan. The lives of children in terms of civil
rights should be managed by the government, but those were led by private adoption
agencies; the lives of those children can almost be regarded as being privatized, in fact.
Furthermore, the Special Adoption Law was set to enable these adoption businesses to go
well and easier. The core of adoption regulation is government intervention, or so-called
government intervention by court decision. So there was no implementation of government
intervention, but it guaranteed ways for the adoption process to be solely led by the
intention and abuse of adoption agencies; there was no regulation to control those practices
in turn. Due to the absence of relevant provisions, adoption agencies have promoted their
profit maximization and gained bigger businesses.

As young spirits vanished in the sunken Sewol Ferry, the lives and human rights of children
and mothers in this territory have been devastated in the system of international adoption. If
disaster of the Sewol Ferry captured all the Korean people’s attention and hearts with
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sadness and anger immediately, we could say the sadness and anger generated from
intercountry adoption has demolished the lives of children and their mothers over a long
time, slowly over 60 years at a low intensity, and therefore sadness and anger burst out
screaming in intermittent bursts.

Violent separation from the original family and the primal wound caused by the complete
severance from the original family, murders or sexual abuse by adoptive parents, racism,
and the exile of adoptees from their adoptive country have emerged in the media and
bloody works of art generated by adoptees.

There are many reported studies in Sweden, Minnesota in the U.S., and Norway, etc. that
prove the lives of interracial adoptees are more likely to be driven to the wall than those of
the general citizens of those countries. Compared to the general population, adoptees are
proven to have two to five times bigger tragedies like suicide and alcoholism and
difficulties reaching success in family formation, childbearing after family formation etc.
However, we have also seen several documentary films and memoirs which came out to the
public, and which were filmed or written by birth mothers and families who suffer from
incurable trauma after the loss of their children for adoption. Nevertheless, we didn’t
recognize that international adoption is a kind of structural violence coming from a
systemic level of the society, and we were blinded with the myths of successful stories due
to a few overseas adoptees introduced by the mass media.

Over 60 years has already passed and now overseas adoptees, birth families, and single
mothers raising their children have come to emerge in the middle of the real context of
Korean society for the last 10 years. They suffer from exclusion, deprivation, and exile
from the huge governance system fabricated with racism, the “normal family” ideology,
and patriarchal ideology. Also, they had no choice but to be internal refugees outside of the
system.

Adoptees returning from the countries where they were exiled are trying to break through
the institutionalized adoption system made by racism, dictatorship, and violence with
authoritative voices supported by their own lives.

Also birth families and unwed mother are trying to make more integrated society that
embraces unwed motherhood by addressing their actual difficulties and experiences. Now
they are severely acting as core activists for reconstruction of this society. We
acknowledged they are major activist for the revised Special Adoption Act that came effect
in last Aug 2012, and they have celebrated Single Mom’s Day since 2010 against Adoption
Day established mainly by Korean government.

The 4th Single Mom’s day suggest to us its target slogan, “Single Moms are Parents too:
From Abandonment to Child-rearing.” I would like to express my appreciation to all
attendees seeking this target slogan as a goal of our society, everyone who prepared for this
conference, and everyone who helped and encouraged this event.
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Choi Hyoung-Sook (InTree: Unwed Moms for a Changed Future)

I am happy to be here on the 4th Single Moms’ Day. To every parent, their children are
more precious and valuable than anything else. All lives are also precious and valuable. For
a long time, our society exercised violence and stigmatized single moms with social
prejudice. As a result, single moms had to send away their children for adoption regardless
of their will, and also child-rearing moms suffered from social prejudice. For a long time,
although single moms have existed in our society, they were invisible. The government
showed only adoption statistics, and the media showed the returning adoptees’ stories. But
the world is changing. People’s perceptions on marriage and sex are changing, and more
single moms are rearing their children. Now single moms do not agree with adoption as in
the best interest of their children’s future and challenge the prejudice that single moms are
not good enough. The birth mothers and their children have an unalienable right to rearing
their children and being together. No one, no system, can ignore this right and must
acknowledge this right.

“Single Moms Are Parents Too!” This slogan shows how much our society gives pain to
single moms and single parents. They are also parents and respectively members of our
society. Now is the time to change our society. Since the 1st Single Moms’ Day, we have
changed our society, but we need to change even more, and we hope we can play a central
role in this change. All children can live with their parents, all parents can live with their
children safely, and I hope that our children can grow and maximize their potential in this
society.
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Let’s Give Courage to Moms!!

Park Young-mi (KUMSN board chair)

Welcome to all of you joining the 4™ Single Moms’ International Conference. Also, I think
of the single moms who can’t be here today due to their livelihood and send them
congratulations on Single Moms’ Day!

TRACK and other adoptee organizations have relentlessly been raising the importance of
the preservation of original families above domestic and overseas adoption. Without
TRACK’s effort, Single Moms’ Day would not have grown up as much as it has today.
Still, it is not easy living as a single mom, but it is changing, and I expect it will change
even more in the future. If single moms did not speak out publically since 2009 to our
society, it would have been difficult to bring even this level of change. In this respect, I am
so happy that KUMFA organized the 4™ Single Moms’ Day International Conference.

In addition, I look forward even more to the great contributions from active organizations,
such as the Korean Single Parents’ Association, the Seoul Single Parents’ Association,
Dandelions, and InTree.

In retrospect, from 2010, single moms became an important issue in our society. However,
the issue was mainly focused on abortion, low birthrate, adoption, and child abandonment
rather than social discrimination against single moms and economic and social hardship,
which are certainly the more important issues. The approaches of the pros and cons of
abortion and adoption -- as well as overcoming the low birthrate -- might be helpful in
raising the single moms’ issues, but at the same time, these issues objectify single moms.
Despite the vigorous activities of single moms, the public is not very aware of these issues,
yet due to massive media coverage of the babybox and existing images of abortion and
adoption, the public’s negative perception of single moms seems even more highlighted.

If we bring out baby abandonment by single moms and suggest a safe way to abandon
babies, then it is still forcing baby abandonment on single moms. In other words, it is
presented as an inevitable and compulsory choice. While promoting adoption, our society
covered up the very existence of single moms and neglected various social problems related
to them. Equally, we should not allow the covering up of various social problems in
relation to the issues of helpless single moms and baby abandonment.

We should not allow baby abandonment, but rather prevent baby abandonment by single
moms by supporting them. We should combine all our energy and strength to resolve the
cause of baby abandonment rather than encourage it. We should encourage the single moms
to live with their beloved babies with courage and provide a system. With this intention, we
hold the 4™ Single Moms’ Day international conference this year. I hope all of you can
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support this goal and we, KUSMN, will also extend our full ability to achieve this goal.
Thank you.
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We Need a Prepared Society in Which Parents Can Raise Their Children Freely

Lee Young-ho (Head of Seoul Single Parent Support Center)

Hello everyone. I am Lee Young-ho, Head of the Single Parent Support Center in Seoul. In
May, we have Children’s Day, Parents’ Day, and Single Moms’ Day. May is also Family
Month; we think about, emphasize, and work for the well-being of families during this
month. Where there is a healthy and happy family, there is a healthy and happy society. So
having a healthy and happy family is so important for society. The family is a basic unit of
society; family is like the heart of society.

There are so many problems in our society, especially in relation to unhealthy families: the
single moms’ facilities problem in relation to the Special Adoption Law, the child abuse
problem of the overseas adoptees, domestic violence against children by stepmothers, and
the bereaved families of the ferry disaster. These problems are such sad news. The trauma
of the disaster will remain forever with the bereaved families and victims. As May is
Family Month, I am sure that there will be news in the mass media on family policy, family
problems, and examples of happy families.

Regarding this point, we should think at about at least one thing. The victims of disasters
suffer greatly, beyond our imagination. So we have to change the perception structure of
our society rather than condemning a specific target and finishing. For example, most of the
remarried parents or stepmothers are stigmatized in our society, even though they make a
great effort to be great parents and mothers, but this should not happen. We can be great
and loving parents, even if we are remarried, divorced, unmarried, adopted, or whatever
situation. Raising the child is a universal virtue, and we can make it worthwhile though our
experiences and learning.

The children are the future for our families and society. Our society should support the
parents so they can look after their children well for the future of our society. In particular,
I am very grateful to the single parents who raise the children on their own without partners,
which is more difficult than it is for ordinary couples. Let us give our love and hands to the
single parents. I hope that we can respect each other for our different lifestyles and forms of
families. Our society also should be ready for the single moms. Thank you all for joining
the 4™ Single Moms’ International Conference, and I wish you happiness.
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The Country Encourages the Abandonment of Children

Shim Myoung-ok (Seoul Single Parents’ Association president)

Already we are having the 4th anniversary of Single Moms’ Day. After the revision of the
Special Adoption Law, the adoptees rights became stronger than in the past, and prejudice
against single moms softened more than before. All of this change was made possible
because of your effort and contribution: the single moms, adoptees, and many supporters.

Still, Korean single moms have very hard time in Korea. In order to raise a child, one adult
should be with the child all the time. On top of that, the child needs also living expenses.
However, a single mom has to deal with all three roles on her own: earning a living, rearing
a child, and housework. Yet Korean society looks down on her with prejudice, and then the
single mom feels helpless. Since the single mom rears her child alone, she cannot do extra
work in the evening and cannot go on overnight business trips, which means single moms
will have great difficulty in getting a regular job or a decent job. Rearing a child requite lots
of energy, time, and expenses. If people blame us, saying, “You are the cause of all this
trouble,” 1 cannot argue about it. Subsequently, the single mom becomes timid and
reluctant to ask for help, even to her own parents and siblings.

The single mom chooses the way in which she can happily live with her baby, and the
Korean Constitution also says we have a “right to the pursuit of happiness.” But as soon as
the single mom chooses to live with her baby, she becomes the target of discrimination,
criticism, and disdain from the society. However, rearing a child is not an option; it is a
blessing. The child is a resource of the state and the future of a nation. All children are
precious, and we, the adults, have a duty to keep and protect them. Also, the protection of
its people is the first obligation of the government. We are all precious as we are. We
should make a society where human rights and child rights are respected. At the same time,
we should respect our differences rather than discriminate against each other for our
differences.

The road is clearly before us, yet the government wastes its budget, abandons its duty, and
does not make a system or policy. The government always and in every place should have
accountability for its people.

Until we can build a happy society with our children, our show must go on!
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Debate: Preparing Policy to Prevent Child Abandonment

Single Moms Are Parents Too:

Moving from a Society that Abandons Children to One That Raises Them!

Prof. Helen Noh (Soongshil University Dept. of Social Work)

Single Moms Are Parents
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Moving from a society that
abandons children
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Soongshil University
Department of Social Welfare
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Th__e Pre_sent State of Child Protection Services

+ In 2012, of the 6,926 children in need of protective services,
5,400(78%) were candidates for intensive family protection
services before they were placed in temporary surrogate care.

+ Services for original families are very insufficient. In the case of
family support services, services for original families consisted of
4% of the total services. Even in child care agencies, family
function reinforcement services were merely 6.8 % of the total.

* As a result, 6,038 children(87%) were separated from their original
families and were placed in facilities>foster care>group homes in
that order.

+ This confirms the fact that the child protection system does not
prioritize the protection of original families.

Traits of Families with Children

of Protection{(2012,

 Famine, 235
> . 3% « In 2012, 5,400 of 6,926 children in
need of protection belongad to
Parent familias with at least one parent.
Sickness, Divorce etc.,
166, 2%
\ § 1675, 24% sBased on the concept of family
Death of l - prezarvation, at lzast 5400 children
Total 5 - g
Parent, 533 6928 zhould have recsived intensive
. 8% family suppert before temporary
‘ substitute care.
Poverty/Une -Lost, 50,
mployment ~__Delfimguency,
of Parent, runaway,
448 . 7% vagrancy,
708, 10%
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1-1) Traits of
General

Placed in

~_Death of

Request to Both
Facility Parents
25(2%) . 11(1%)
Unmarried 2
Parent
79(8%)
Nogloct”

Abuse
S9(6%)

. Poverty

S0(5%)
Parent's -
Incarcerati
on

26(2%)

of Families

e N{2012

Fathar-chid
14B0 (23.1%)

Mother-child
935 (1456%)
131 (20%)

Remarrisge
475 (7 4A%)

Families
Foster

Unwed Parent

of Children

Care:caus

*In 2011, nearly

all of the children
ware separated from
parents or other

family members.
*Among a total of
1,02% childran, 807
(7B.4%) had one or
parent in the
original family.

*These

more

resul ts

that the

family preservation
child

services

reveal

function of
protective

in Korea is very

‘weak.

of Abused

« In 2012, more than half of 6408
cases that were judged 3z child sbuze
were family forms other than beth
biclogical parents.

« Familizs with a single fathar, single
mother, or unwed parent construad
over 40% of child abuse cases, and
the smployment Ratus was
unamployed in 2,370 cases (37.0%)
and simple laborin 1,231 cases
(19.2%)

oThis shows that to prevent abuse,
support to reduce child raising stress
and the economic burden of parents
s needed,
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2. Children in Need of Protection o1

Adoph

772, 11%
Child-headed - "

Household,
117, 2%

g faciities fer

¥ __Temporary

Protection
Facility, 676,
10%

+ Among 6,929 children who neaded
protection, 6,0BE (87%%) ware sent to
temporary surrogate protection fadlitiss.
Pratection types were 'Facllity>Foster
Care>Group Home'.
*» This shows a stark comparison to the US
where children are szparated from their
parents only whan the parent either has a
dangerous disease such as HIV oris a drug
addict,
+ When protecting children, the criginal
family sheuld be prioritized and when that is
difficult, following the Least Restrictive
Alternative prindple, senice sheuld be
providad in the order of ‘Foster Care> Group
\ Home> Facllity

2-1-1) Children in Temporary Surrogate Protection
Services: Reasons for Foster Care Discharge (2011)

Change in
foster home

73@%

- This is
problematic
behavior, 25,

*In 2011, among the

i aiodjustment | 2,921 children

" between child whose foster care
' and foster was terminated, 346
home, 10, 0% (12%) were returned

to their original f
amilies.,

*In the terminated
cCases BUrrogate
foster care(l,8300)
and kinship foster
care(861) were over
91% of the total.
one of the
reasons why the

return to their

1%

original families

was low.
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2-1-2) Children 1in

Temporary Su

* In 2011, of the 260 children
whose foster care was
terminated, 92 (36%) were
retumed to their onginal
famikes.

+ Children in surrogate foster
<are (9.7%), had 3 times the

260 < 2
Children Mum rate in companson to
Ad Change in kinship foster care(9.2%)
el Foster Home © HOwever, compared to the
e £ US which has over a 50%
- Environment,
© L g%  Tetumn rate (US. DHHS,2008),
olad} z it is still very low.
Child" "
onblom:tk of CHI:'::“ "« Especially, considering the fact
Bikiador 30— S 25 that foster care was terminated
o F ORI due to the child reaching 18
” % years of age was 21% of the

' cases, prolonged foster care is
an issue.

2-1-3) Children in Temporary Surrogate Protection: current

PEte. (Services
related to
foster
children +
General
counseling
concerning

e
29,925

29%
| Surrogate

Foster Parent,
17,216, 16%

Foster Child,
25,607, 25%

General
Foster Parent,
19,723, 19%

Original I
Family,
4,736 , 4%

Kinship

Foster

————___Parent,
6,895 , 7%

Excluding other senvices, the fostar
care senices are construed of sanices
for ‘foster parent(42%)>foster
child(25%;)>ariginal family(d4%) in that
order. The state of support for
original families iz very lacking.
«Considering the fact that the contact
and bonding between parent and
child iz an important factor in
predicting the retum to the orginal
family (Shapire, 1976; Countney, 1934;
Leathers, 2002; Wulezyn, 2004), this
needs to be considered in connaction
with the aforementioned low ariginal
family return rate.
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2-1-4) Measures for Children Under Temporary

Surrogate Protection

Average Protection Period of Temporary Surrogate
Protection by Type (according to ime of resaarch)

Foster Care

Facility

+ Surrogate foster care: 4
years 7 months

* Kinship foster care: 4
years 5 months

* General foster care: 5

ar P

* Foster care{2012 presert], group horme| 2008 present), faciity 1887 present)
* Source; foster care{Mnistry of Heath and Welfare, Nabional Foster Care Certer, 2013), group home[kim Hyeong Tae,
2010), facity{Noh Hye Ryeon, Jang Jeong Sun, 1998)

2-2-1) Measures for Abused Children 012

% Orginal
Cases  Family

Separat Protectio
Protection, | ‘ /
1856, 27%

*The initial action toward abused
children is divided inte eriginal family
protection and separated protection.
Facilities take up the majority of
s=parated protaction.

sTemporary pretection M7 cases(15.2%)
and prelonged protection 236
cazes(3.7%), kinship protection 484
cases(7.65%) and foster care 13
cases(0.2%)

sCases that showed return to original
family after initial separated protaction
had a very low percentage(20.4%).
sServices that enforce the family

‘function is needed to raise the

percentage of family return.
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2-2-2) Measures for Abused Children: current state of

Medical Etc.
Famify Services 16056 j
Function____ 5382 /7%

‘*Among services provided for
‘zabused children, the percentage of
ifanily function reinforcement
‘services is low.

tE~ln order to enable children’s retum
to their families, there 1s a need to
ienfome and diversify family function
reinforcement services (family

|
i

ésupport service, connection to social

Reinforce-
ment
15641
7%

ﬂwelfale service agenaes, connection
%tn public resources, etc)
\.

2. Present State of Unwed Mothers and
Their Children
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Present State of Unwed Mothers and Their Children

Increase in birth » 9,741 children in 1981->10,144 children in 2012(2.1% of
outside marriage all parents)

SO . Average age of unwed mothers raising children was 25.1
age distribution years in 2005

Higher education » 77.3% of adult unwed mothers had college degrees in
levels 2008

| . - + 35,809 families were under unwed mothers in 2011
ncreanf:‘:er:nw » Of single-parent families, 85,000(116%) had unwed
mothers in 2010
Increase in » Involuntary birth was 28.85%, voluntary birth was 26.3%
voluntary birth in 2005

Change in Social Attitudes Toward Sex and the

[Les Hae Iy 2013 Mirestry of Gendler Equuakty andd Family, 2013; Populstion Demographi by the Nations| Stabistical Office , 2012; Korean Women's
Development Instbute, 2012)

Present State of Unwed Mothers and Their Children

* In younger groups, the Adopti
percentage of adoption Under 19 (n: 88)  30X4| 0] %(n: 68) on
was high, while older 12%
groups had a higher a. '
percentage of raising
children

(n: 321)
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Present State of Unwed Mothers and Their Children

o Insufficient statistics regarding unwed mothers
and their children 35

- In many cases, the birth and raising of children is kept secret due

to negative attitudes toward umved mothers. e
- It is difficult to gather accurate data because Korea collects data '\{%\1 Il
| ~ ,II

according to birth registration.
@ Lack of information concerning the state of

*  Children requrng protection in 2013 Unwed mothers factored 1,535(25 24) ot of 6,020
(Minsstry of Health and Welface, 2014)

unmarried parents raising children
- Statistics concerning the 2tate of unwed mothers raising children
are estimates quoting the number of children born cutside marriage
and the percentage of unwed mothers raising children dweling in
facilities
*  Protection of children requining protection in 2013 Out of 6,020 claldres, 54, 1% were =
Gacilities, 37 6% wore sent to Forter care, 7 7% were adopted, 0 3% were chald-Readed
famulies (Ministry of Health and Welfage, 2013)
®  16% of forter chuldren ware children of urwed motbers m 2014 (Naticzal Foster Care Center,
2014)

o Children from unwed mothers conatrond 94% of adopted chaldren in 2011 (Korean Women's
Development Institute, 20128)
* Korea's birth rate 15 1.19 and 15 the lowest of OECD nations (Natsonal Statistical Office, 2014)

3. Experiences of Unwed Mothers and
Adoptees
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Experiences of Unwed Mothers Raising Children

"Choosing to give birth and raise a child as an unwed mother meant
i giving up many things”

® Difficulties in childbirth, child support

® Confiict with family of origin and discrimination (forced abertion and adoption)
® Conflict with the birth father
® Social Stigma and Ostracism

“Unwed mcthaers are at-risk. They are exposed to social stigma in one hand and on the
other to the exploitation or well-meant blunders of those who want her child(Soll &
Buterbaugh, 2013)."

® Stigmatized as a hazard, abnormal

they seek empioyment, those who chose adoption when they many.
® Reduced social network: child-raising unwed mothers experience this more saverely
than unwed mecthers who chose adoption

® Economic Difficulties
® Reduced or ceased education or employment
@ Difficuities in camying out both livelihcod and child-resring
©® Birth father failing to fulfill child suppont
® Housing Problems

Experiences of Unwed Mothers who Chose Adoption

* Pain, Anxiety, Guilt

.. "Adoption is NOT about unwanted children. It is about UNWANTED
MOTHERS**

- Mental pressure concerning adoption and forced decisions

“Whenaver pecple hear about us ‘giving up children’, [ want to inform them that mest
of us had no cther opticn” (Geum Soon's, 2014)

Experience complex emotions such as regretting the decision,
the grief of child loss, concern and anxiety about the child’s '
~ future, guilt towards the baby

“She didn't even get the opportunity to feel loss, She had to press down and ignere
ner pan. ..Maothers feel thair sadness will never end.” (Varrier, 2012)

 Difficulty in returning to normal life due to physical and
_mental pain

“The point that mothers wake up after sleep-walking for 6~8 years is interesting. This
could be a reaction to the fracture in their child. The child unfortunately experiences this
when they are 6~8 years old.” (Soll & Buterbaugh, 2013)

® Unwed mcthers receive prejudice and discrimination; those who raise children when
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Experiences of Adoptees

* Pain, Anxiety, Guilt

“Being wanted by my adoptive parents didn’t compare to being unwanted by
- my birth mother” (Verrier, 2012)

Fear '

Fear of separation, abandonment, being sent back

“Wae chose you" Mom always said this, It sounds as if she was picking up somaething
from the store... | might be sent back to the store. She might exchange for a better
more mature little girl.”

The Unending Question
“Why couldn’t my biological parents keep me? Why did I have
 to be sent abroad?”
“There is a large empty hole ingde me. And [ need a stopper to fill it up, My binth
mother is probably that stopper.”

Alienation —_—

i [ Alienation due to looks different from other family members,
i the teasing and prejudice of strangers

“Who do 1 look lika?”

4. Korea’s Unwed Mother Support
Policies
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43 d=w

* Lack of Family Support Services

Unwed mcthers with incomaes lower than the minimum cost of iving receive basic living
costs, but due to severed ties with parents, there are many unwed mothers who cannct be

selected as a person with duty of care even when their actual life is difficul,

There are few services that support families that have incomes less than 130% of the
minimum cost of living.
The problam of fairness in comparison to other child protective services (Adoptive parents
and temporary protective services receive more support)

L + Lack of Protective Facility Services for Unwed Mothers J

Though there are many unwed mothers in need of housing due to family confict, the reality
is that the number of protective fadlity services Is inadegquate.

Separation

|+ A System of Child Protective Services Center on Family l

Tergxrary

Prazescn

Korea's child protective services is built mainly arcund separating the child and linking them
10 surrogate protection services than family preservation.

Korea's Unwed Mother Support Policies

Pl Yy SU !

+ Bank By cots b 0n e Nationa Back Liirg Secudty Ad

o Horw

CN] Com Toilities

« Chikd suggon:

Pty yourges then 2, incowe Deer s 1500 of wiriees Beig aont: 1506 won sonthiy
~Pasvits over M, Chlid younges Shan 12, incomw ke than 1005 of minkrean lving costs 70k

won oty

« AdcRionel N sepgonts SO0 woned il moothly ihitien under 51
* School wippliex: 508/ chit] yeardychilties In mikkle or high school
« Supplemertoy g slbsarne! S0/ person Tamdies in o lilties)
* Chid mppon: ower 10U thid montbly

& Banc g se0uty Supoon apo. AN wonr

* Mot the gy ot wihis 0gchid

* Acoidert issaance wihie Ak yoady

* Lovse depost Suppat &0 red 10 rd woa jodly for sevag e g foder tane)

* Chid mgpon -

* Basiciving secunty Suppos app. 400K worr

* Acodert insraece spported by locd goversment
* Labey openies 146 mil wov2 peogle yearly

l * Cpenton epenies 2K wonper facity monthly

* Chld sopgort chidom under 5 g 90k won monthbiythekdren 3 a0d over spp. 1L monthly
* Gearmteed faoity penson LK won/uld monthly

* Acodent by lecdl go

* Later eqmeses. 4l sgpon

* Fasc apeation epecses KON worer Gaaity moathly

* Faclity roskrcanont epemies. supon when noeded

o Onid pport L0 worydvid reanthly Bl chid reaches M)
© Ok sepput for dibiod dvld S5O0~ Q00 IS moethly

* Nedeal opeories for dusbied ddd 24 il wonrddd yearly
* Nedal apenies redial Gre st ance appded

* Nentd tharmy soppon wibn XIX wonsdld ronthly

<Sof rebance

| Support>

* Steppang Stone
Seed Sangs Account
* Independence
sppert for
cischarged children
1-3 md won
= Use of sef-support
aac center
* Support
permanently lessed
houing

Howeve,
independence
wppert for chidhen
in foster care apphes
coly to 10 abe such

a8 Secdd and Ukian
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if my income is over 1.2 million won.. Tha Lament of Unwed Mothers
From 2008, A, an unwed mother was a former nutritionist who received childbirth, child care, and vocational
education at a unwed mather's faclity for 4 years since 2008 After she became an unwed mother, she was no longer
able 1o continue her ermployment and lost ties with her parents, A recently won a lottery-contract to a LH leased
residence and wert out into the community. She dreamed of becoming a barista and works part-time at a coffes
shop. She says that unwad mothers have a low chance of winning a lottery-contract 10 a leased residence and that
she was lucky. She explained “The circumstances for single parents by death or diverce are different from unwed
mothers, but we are Jl dassified 3¢ a 'single parent’ when applying for support for cpening businesses or beased
residences and £o it is structured that it is impossible for us to win against competition” This refers to the fact that
among the additional points that increases the chances to be chosen goes up 1 point per child, and therefore
disadvantages unwed mothers. Even when an urwed mother gains errployment, if her monthly income goes sbove
1.2 milion won, she is excluded from applying 35 3 low income single mother howsehold and oftentimes unwed
mothers feed gaining independence is futile. Unwed mother B who works &5 a nurse’s aid says T was lucky to win a
SH leased residence and live there for three years but as my monthly salary increased to 1,65 million woniwhich
exceeds the 130% of basic living cost line of 1,265,500 wen) | was unqualified to re-sign. 1 now heve to pay 400k
won in monihly rent” Moreower, as she became unqualified as a low income single mother household, other benefits
such as child afterschool programs were lost. Criteria for such support is bated on low income households or &
double income family with no special benefits for unwed mothers, Because unwed mothers are afraid of having 10
pay social insurance and lose thair pendion as a low income single maother household, many work as contract worker
even when they find regular employment,

(Asian Economy, 2013, 3 13)

m Basic Lving 41 Single mather households rasng chiddren under 18 with low income ard o 3yo2m 1058HH
Wellae
faoltyt  Communat Lving 2 Single mather housshaids that are having Gfficuty a5 3 ndepmndert houssbold  2p(lyn) L0HH
458 Suppot arvd are looking to IMng as & comemunil Tamdly for 4 st peniod of tne whie
priguring for independence
tndegun dent 3 Gnghe mother hauishdids chikdren undee 18 with low ncome ard s0 I A1
Lming Suppot hausng, mathie-chikd B3chirged Trom 2 mether-child protactive
facity and nat prepared to be independent
Sz Basik Uving 1 Single father househalds rasng chidren under 18 with low income ard no e 20H
V:Iduo
facltyt  commundt 2 father households that are h ndeperdect housshold 13H4
3 mm mlm\gwbnq’uum{m '::tp-udm-uo i
pregurng for independence
Irdepen dent . Father-cheld housshalds ducharged from J father-chid protectve facilty ard not
Lving Suppot pregared 10 be in depindent
Uswid Basc 3 Urwed nd in reed of protection after 1 782
Uving ou)pwmm women o chilgtyah(under Gy
Weltawre
Faokty
on Communal Livng 5 Urwed mather raiang dvid under 2 2pm 22
Unwed mather nct raising said chid after childbinh 2pifmch 10
Terngxrary Sugpert Faoktyld) " wummuwwwﬂnnnumnwwu o) %0
2
Counseling Center for Single 3 Counsel ent households conceming deficulties Jnd self relunce,
Farert Household(3) Mmm m
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Korea’s Unwed Mother Support Policies

The Child Protective Service System

g b

[ (1} Counselmg of Chnld amd’ Guardlan

C_.Hfid inneed of |
'—W_| [ Témr.\oTry Foetar |

Promz-vo Care

l'fl.-

I
(2) Rolamons Protective Care
(blcioglcal parent. guardan, family, friend, etc)

J _u' ----- Adaptuan

T Agancy
—Fsvl'lhy 7
Courtiadoptions” I

= L
\ (3) Fastered to One Requesting Child
Protestion

|

J Adagtion ]
ar

Admitted Inte CRlig Wattare
_ Facility |
: - S

—lay L
Returned to (3)

(‘) t4)
Adoptnan Group ‘ Child Care

Original Fostar Care
L

5. The Mother’s Rights of Unwed
Mothers
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The Mother’s Rights of Unwed Mothers

= “There is nothing to differentiate wed and unwed mothers. A mother is a oy
: mother.” :
-+ A change of perspective towards unwed mothers
; * Someone to be blamed->Someone who chose life

* Protected as a person in need->Respect mother's rights

+ Declaration of the principles of alternative child care
: * Hague Adoption Convention in 1993, UN General Assembly
Resolution in 2010 '

Hague Convention(1993)

* Children should grow up in a family environment
¢+ Child protection following an order of priorities is needed

- UN General Assembly Resolution

. @ 3. The family being the fundamental group of society and the natural

i environment for the growth, well-being and protection of children, efforts
should be primarily directed to enabling the child to remain in or return to

the care of his/her parents, or when appropriate, other close family members.

. @ 14, Removal of a child from the care of the family should be seen as a

: measure of last resort and should, whenever possible, be temporary and for

; the shortest possible duration

i @ 22 Alternative care for young children, especially those under the age of 3

i years, should be provided in family-based settings.

Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children contsined in General Assembly Resclution(2010)
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A Protective Service System Based on the 'Mother’s

Rights of Unwed Mothers and ‘Child’s Best Interests’

Temporary
Return to
g:g:;ﬂ surrogate ,
Child's original protection: Domestic
family Foster home, adoption
Extended family group home,
Child care protective Oricas
support facilities Shptn

(principle of
least alternatives)

Korea’s Act on Special Cases concerning Adoption

® The principle of protecting original families

® Reinforced supervision by the state over adoption to ensure it
realizes the child’s best interest

® Prioritize domestic adoption of children in need of protection
® Reinforced qualifications of adoptive parents
® Adoption permission by the court

® Introduction of adoption deliberation (a child can only be
adopted 7 days after birth)
“””"‘".‘".é;a.s'l.i"s.i'{éa"é;aa‘aa;"%”i"';;ai’lu;-H.a"6'&;;{&";%'&];&;};;"””"”.””"”"n”..":
regarding open adoption, adoption information center
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«  Most extreme form of

v child abuse
| Weakens ) | + Deprivas child of the
Baby Box  ~  parent hie right to know of

nsibil his/her birth
o 5) - Deprives the ights of

* The Controversy of the Baby Box and the Special Adoption Act: Birth registration and
child abandonmaent are unrelated

*  Child abandonment increased with the media reports on the baby box

*  Mothers who abandon children in the baby box and mathars who commit infanticide
are fundamentally dfferent.

Increazed
support for

Equal legal d

status gnen to

children bom in

Decrease in {he

number of infandcide
and chld

__ dbendonmert

(Kwon Jae Moon, 2014, Willenbacher, 2004)

6. Proposal: A Society and System That
Enables Child-rearing

The 4" Single Moms’ Day

90



B ] e toward naren anao
protection, improvement of social attitudes
Emphasize mothers’ rights and protection of original families as
policy goal

Select the legal principles of the least restrictive alternative
Reinforce the responsibilities of the unwed father

Reformation of the child protection system
Construct a community network

Reinforce family support services

Reinforce management over examples of perspectives of
strengths

Emphasize the participation of birth ?arents during the
process of temporary/permanent foster care

Basic Direction

1) Change of Perspective of Children and Families in Need of

Protection
*  We need to focus on the strengths and resources of the family and aim to
strengthen the family’s potential, instead of perceiving all original families of
children in need of protection, including unwed mothers, as problem families,
families that run from or cannot perform child care,

+ In order to do so, child and family welfare services should respond immediately,
flexibly, and creatively to the needs of the family.

+ Improvement in social attitudes is needed:

- According to a research on unwed mothers, most of the respondents answered
that if financial difficulties and social prejudices could be solved, they would
choose to raise their child. (Korean Women's Development Institute, 2009)

- The management and supervision of the Ministry of Employment and Labor to
prevent discrimination while seeking and during employment is needed.
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Basic Direction

2) Emphasize mothers’ rights and protection of original
families as policy goal

* The birth mother raising the child is 3 basic right and in remembering that the best child
welfare is family welfare’, we need to emphasize ‘original family protection’ as the goal of
‘child protection and umved mcther polides'.

*  Unwed maother policies and child protection pelices sheuld clarify 3 common goal of
protecting the original family and provide a foundation that reflects this upon service
content, administration methods and evaluation.

» In evaluating child protective services, results of protected families should be included in
the profit and evaluation index, and a remady to cvarcome parformance evaluations
centered on demonstration,

* Anindexto evaluate the application of the principle of least restrictive alternatives during
the process of decison, placement, support after placement, support after return of
children in need of protection.

» Performance index for services for original family protection during temporary surrcgate
protection {ec comact period of birth parent and child, regularity, continuity etc.) sheuld
be provided and acknowiedge support activities after the return to criginal family are
important and included in performance and evaluation.

Basic Direction

3) Select the legal principles of the least restrictive
alternative

+ The Least Restrictive Alternative(LRA) is philosophical concept and legal principle
which was the driving force behind human service systems for several years. It
refers to the fact that 'children and families in need should receive services that
least restricts their basic nghts, especially the right to personal freedom'. (Petr,
2004).

* By applying this principle to child protection, altemative child protection should
be considered in the order of ‘original family protection =foster home
(surrogate child care »relative ~general public) =group home = child care
facility”.

* We propose that the Least Restrictive Alternative Principle be chosen as the legal
foundation for the child protection system to protect the right of the child to be
raised by the parents and prevent family division.
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Basic Direction

-

4) Reinforcement of the responsibilities of the birth father

Improve the social environment regarding child support claims
+ Reinforce social attitudes towards the responsibility of child support
* Reinforce counseling services that support claiming child support
+  Exclude child support from acknowledged income

Expanded application of laws regarding securing and supporting the
fulfillment of child support
+  Laws regarding securing and supporting the fulfillment of child support
- Enacted March 2014, due to be implemented by March 2015
- Stipulates a child support claim system from the biological father or his
parents for a underage unwed mother's child

Operating System

1) Child Protection System Reformation

Reform the axisting child protection system which is focused on family division to one that is
based on the principle of criginal family preservation.

Provide & an intagral system connecting various dalvery systems
- A unified administration for the support facilities installed as 3 separate project is needed

The unified support agency suppants sach service fadility so they can perform child
pratective s2ndces according to the ‘Least Restrictive Alternative’ principle. - Egtablizh an
order of priorities for sarvice - original family support service-> temporary surrogate
protection service—> permanent surrogate protection service

Court intervention in child surrogate pretection dedsion
« When having to separate the child from the orginal family, the decision sheuld be based
on the inspaction of whethar the zervice performance system made a reasonable effort to
pratect the ariginal family and concrete evidence(ex records)..
« With court intervention in the final decision process of child separation, not only must we
be cauticus in the separation dedsion but precure responsibilty for its results and ex post
facto management,
« Also, the deliberation pericd from the current 7 days should be increased so both birth
parants and adoptive parents can maka 3 decision after a sufficient amount of time.
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2) (Proposed) Protection System for Lost/Abandoned Children

Endangeted Child
(s, umvwed mother, chid
DQ*E! atcy
" Soa welfsre ", - remrem———"
N institufon oy
R T = p -

relief canter, s ectal

commurity | Wnified Suppont Agency

child center) | Ag.ngy J

—__Child in emergency protecticn

Original Temporary Permanant Surrogate
Fa m:ly Suvrogae Protechon

o e

Protection

‘—'P;yrml slof——m7m78 —— - ﬁﬁ
e Permission

Service

1) Reinforced Family Support Services

3+1 Service: Housing, employment, child+mental/emotional care

(Mok Kyeong Hwa, 2013)

« Increase facility protection services in the form of small families before and after
childbirth.

« Provide a solution to housing support so the unwed mother can raise her child
within the community.

+ Increase economic support Implement a universal children’s allowance.

+ Provide various forms of child care services so the unwed mother can comply to
the demands of both child care and economic activity.

+ Reinforce counseling and education for unwed mothers(supply emotional
support, accurate information

+  Provide individual custom service/ progressive support plan

Before childbirth: health care, protection in prenatal protection facilty, counseling

After childbirth: postnatal care help, protection in postnatal protection fadlity, child care
senices

Long-term services: provide re-housing sanvices, counseling and education on child
upbringing
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2) Reinforcement of Strength-based Case Management

* The majority of families with children in foster care are families facing poverty.
Looking at the results of recent qualitative research about parents with children in
foster care, all of the parents searched for alternatives to solve their economic
difficulties but due to insufficient support systems and information, they were unable
to find an appropriate alterative solution, which led them to leave their child in
foster care. Even after leaving their child in foster care, their situation did not
improve which made their original intention to reunite with their child seem like a
distant dream (3, 2010).

* These results show the need for strength-based case management which suits the
circumstances and needs of each original family in order to support family
preservation

* Strength-based case management does not only help with restoration of child to
their original family, but it also receives high evaluations as an extremely effective
service for the protection of original families.

Services

3) Strengthening of Original Parent Participation During
Temporary/Permanent Foster Care

* The ideal goal of temporary foster care is to reunite the child with their original family
and the preservation of the original family. In this regard, the most important
improvement needed to temporary foster care is the support of original parents so that
they can more actively participate.

* The most basic aspect of original parent participation is contact with the child.
Here, the most important part is not merely meeting and contact, but also the time of
meeting, concentrated time, frequency, regularity, continuity, etc. (Holman, 1973;
Festinger, 1983; Mech, 1985; ZH2 &, - 3] €1, 2012). Through such meetings, the
probability of original family restoration is much higher.

* Therefore, support services must be offered in order to encourage the active
participation and cooperation of original parents, These services would include;
supporting transportation expenses, taking children to meet their original parents,
helping original parents create visitation plans, helping the foster parents to prepare
their children to meet their original parents, foster parents encouraging and supporting
original parents, etc.
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Strengthening of Original Parent Participation in
Temporary/Permanent Foster Care

There was a mother who atter getting dvorced, often locked the door nd ket har child at home whan she had
to weork, in ordar to support harself and har child, Tha child would wake up from skeping, search for their mom.
ory, watch TV, and then fal askep again. As this procass repeatad itsalf, rather than blame their mom, thay
wiould shut off from others. When the child was sant to foster care. the 4-year-old didn’t aven cry. rather it was
the mom who was kst in Severe sadness over the lass of her child.

After the chid was placed in foster cara. the child rarely spoke and acting out stubbormly. acting the same aven
vhen thay saw their mom, The social worker tried saverdl things in order to resclve the child’s emoticnal issues
and improne the relationship between tha child end their mom, but foe & long time, the child’s attitude did not
change, The social worker then gave childcare advice and training to the or@nal mother and tha mom met her
child once a vaek 1or two hours and played with har chid whilke racening such courceing. Atter meeting awsry
waek for a year, the child began to become more cutgoing and their relationship become aven batter than
befora the foster care placement. The child akso started gatting along bettar with the other children in the same
toster family. Such positive change was possible through the long-tarm meetings and efforts to improve the

refationship betwean the child and thar original mother,

PTWIZ
(289, 2010: 145-149)

Services

3) Strengthening of Original Parent Participation During
Temporary/Permanent Foster Care

* In the case of permanent foster care that leads to adoption, the participation of
original parents is either extremely eliminated or not allowed. In this case, during
permanent foster care, the child, adoptive parents, and of course original parents
should all have the opportunity to participate as the directly effected parties.

* In the case of permanent foster care, support services must be in place for original
parents so they find any possible alternative solutions and to understand the gravity
of the decision for all involved to completely give up their parental rights in the case
of relinquishing for adoption

* In the case of adoption, the rights of the child to know information about their
original parents must be protected
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3) Strengthening of Original Parent Participation in Cases of
Temporary/Permanent Foster Protection
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3 Art. 6 (4) Jede Mutter hat Anspruch auf den Schutz und die Fiirsorge der Gemeinschaft.
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6 Art. 6 (5) Den unehelichen Kindern sind durch die Gesetzgebung die gleichen Bedingungen fiir ihre
leibliche und seelische Entwicklung und ihre Stellung in der Gesellschaft zu schaffen wie den ehelichen
Kindern.
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obliegende Pflicht. Uber ihre Betitigung wacht die staatliche Gemeinschaft.
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Discussion on Professor Helen Noh’s presentation

“Single Moms are Parents Too: From Abandonment to Child-rearing”

Prof. Shin Ok-ju (Cheonbuk National University)
Thank you for giving me the precious opportunity to raise the issue of unwed mothers’

rights through this discussion. I would like to give some supplementary opinions on Prof
Noh’s presentation.' Then I would like to ask her a few questions.

1. Need to change prospect to guarantee the basic rights of the unmarried mothers

In our society, when unmarried women are rearing children, we call them unwed
mothers (mihonmo). Currently, the Single Parent Support Act also uses the same word

for them. Birth rights are the rights of all women regardless of their marital status.
Regardless of marital status, mothers are mothers. Correspondingly, we just say

“mother.” Thus, calling them unwed mothers is a human rights abuse and a
discriminatory expression. In other words, the expression of “unwed mother” gives a

use the expression “Alleinerziehende” (dandokyangyukin in Korean or “lone mother” in
mother” in this paper.’

negative impression that she is an immoral and irresponsible woman; it is also an
English) or not-married mother (bihonmo), so 1 will also use expression “not-married

expression that differentiates her from a married mother. In the case of Germany, they

Constitutionally speaking, the government should provide social guarantees for not-
married mothers and the children they are rearing. Not only married mothers but also
not-married mothers have basic rights. The not-married mothers also have the
constitutional rights of Article 10 (personal rights) and Article 17 (self-determination
rights of giving birth and reproduction). From Article 10 of the constitution, all women

have the right to rear their children, and these rights can be fulfilled through the social,
society.’

economic and cultural environment. Accordingly, not-married mothers, as mothers, have
the constitutional right to claim the protection of their life and livelihood from the

4 REE A% 9. AN BAH LB, FPEeh AT, 444 A
ade] pgelx] AR ojgu A% AWEAN Brh L A, NFHE AT, BT 9
o 14, ereba et
olZel Nt BEGFAol g7t A2 4 YonE MERGE §oF ASHIE Bk o @
@ WEA e AP} AA 2IHm Qe pERAY L ARAY B& GAE nERG: §
o Agetudt k.
Art. 6 (4) Jede Mutter hat Anspruch auf den Schutz und die Fiirsorge der Gemeinschaft.
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=

When not married women give birth and rear children on their own, the government
should provide legal and systematic support for them from discrimination, guarantee
their livelihood, and make an environment where the not married women can rear
children and work at the same time. Then women can give birth without enormous
anxiety. If not, the majority of not-married mothers will consider abortion. Accordingly,
the human rights issues of not-married mothers are related to the improvement of the
social welfare system. We need to change the public’s fixed perception about not-
married mothers, as they are not eccentric women, but just normal women who are

rearing their children.

The majority of not-married mothers have had to send away their children for adoption

due to social prejudice and economic hardship in Korean society.*

If they choose to rear

their children, their jobs would not be secure; they would even lose their jobs and be
disconnected from their original families; they would face economic difficulties and

social prejudice. What’s worse, their children would be bullied in their schools.’

By law,

the government should ban discrimination against the children of not-married mothers,
and relevant laws should be followed. Everyone should be treated equally under the law.
In the case of the German law, Clause 5 of Article 6 of the basic law states that children
born out of wedlock should be treated equally with the children of married couples.’®

Prior to the introduction of the Special Adoption Law, the government used to solve this
problem through adoption rather than trying to eliminate social discrimination against
the not-married mothers and strengthening the social welfare system for them.’
However, if the adoption or rearing of children at facilities proceeds without sincere
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6 Art. 6 (5) Den unehelichen Kindern sind durch die Gesetzgebung die gleichen Bedingungen fiir ihre leibliche und

seelische Entwicklung und ihre Stellung in der Gesellschaft zu schaffen wie den ehelichen Kindern.
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consideration about the welfare of the children, it will likely destroy personal rights and
the mothers’ and children’s right to pursue happiness. Clause 2 of Article 6 of the
German basic law states that the parents have natural rights and a duty to rear and
educate their children, and the state and society should oversee the parents’ natural
rights and duties.® Therefore, childrearing facilities, adoption, and the foster care system
all have elements of human rights violations and discrimination, so in the long term,
should be discouraged.

Germany’s case shows us that improving the human rights of not-married mothers
should be guaranteed by the constitution as a basic right, and at the same time, our
society should eliminate prejudice against not-married mothers.

2. The problems of the current law and policy in relation to promoting the
birthrate and solution

(1) The problem of the current low birthrate policy

The government provides various aid programs as a way of solving the low birthrate
problem. Although some local governments provide some financial bonuses for
newborn babies, the central government should make a comprehensive plan in order to
provide overall aid to newborn babies. The current financial bonus system for newborn
babies is a very tentative program and targeted only to the low-income class. However,
the biggest problem is the violation of the equal rights. As there are big budget
differences among local governments, the financial bonuses for newborn babies are very
different depending on each local government, which is against Article 11 of the
Constitution, the right of equality.

The government is trying to solve the low birthrate by reducing abortion, which is a
countermeasure to the abortion policy implemented in the 1960s to discourage the high
birthrate. Both policies have an anti-human rights perspective that is against women’s
bodies, and see women as only tools of and means to the state’s birth control policy.
Currently, the government blames women as the cause of the low birthrate problem
rather than providing a suitable environment to rear children. Women’s bodies are under
the control of the government for the development of the state rather than respecting
women’s reproductive and health rights.

If the government would like to increase the birthrate, the government should build a
suitable environment to rear children. As women have to work in workplaces for their
livelihood, it is more difficult to get married and give birth, which has led to the low
birthrate society. Thus, first, the government should provide suitable and pleasant places

8 Art. 6 (2) Pflege und Erziehung der Kinder sind das natiirliche Recht der Eltern und die zuvérderst ihnen obliegende
Pflicht. Uber ihre Betiitigung wacht die staatliche Gemeinschaft.
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for women if it would like to raise the birthrate. Politics, the economy, society, and
culture -- all of these elements should be interlinked to make a suitable place to rear
children. Despite some government efforts to raise the birthrate, the birthrate is still
stagnant. Why? Because by and large, the government still sees giving birth and rearing
children as an individual problem rather than a social problem. That is why still there is
no child benefit system from the central government, but only one-off financial bonuses
from local governments. As men and women have to work together in order to rear
children, the government should build a system where men and women can rear children
together. In order to build such a system, the government should conduct a
comprehensive check on childrearing, education, labor, the economy, and policies
regarding women and families.

The government cannot solve the low birthrate problem by introducing severe penalties
against abortion. The government should provide an environment where any woman,
regardless of her marital status, is able to give birth and rear children. Living conditions
with children and parents or father or mother impact women’s reproduction. By making
this kind of environment, the government can help pursue the right of happiness of
children and parents and respect the dignity of the human being. By doing so, the
women would not have to choose adoption, abortion, or poverty. In view of this, the
current policy of raising the birthrate and laws and policies for supporting not-married
mothers should be checked. It is necessary to make an environment that guarantees the
personal rights, reproductive rights, and livelihood rights of women and cares for
education, work, health, and relation-building through government policy rather than
trying to control women’s bodies.

Below, in comparison, I reference the relevant German law in order to improve relevant
Korean law in terms of improving the human rights of not-married mothers.

(2) Review of the German legal system on Alleinerziehende Mutter (single mother)

In Germany, the high rate of families run by single moms and single motherhood is just
one option for women.” In other words, single motherhood is understood as a new
lifestyle within the framework of “social change” (soziale Wandel). Much research is
being simultaneously conducted on this new lifestyle’s positive power, questions, risks,
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and burdens. In Germany, 90% of single parents are single moms, and the topic of single
moms is ultimately related to the government’s promotion policy of childbirth. The
government analyzes the social, economic, and health issues of single moms and forms
legal and practical support to solve these issues. Under the basic law, single moms are
entitled to receive support from the government. Although there is no law targeted to
specifically support single moms, through various policies and the legal system, single
moms can get support from the government. For the legal mechanism, (D Under the
social guarantee act, single moms can get the minimum wage allowance and children
receive a child benefit according to their ages.'’ Also, according to the income law, the
children can receive social cash (Sozialgeld). @ According to the Federal Employment
Equality Act,'" single moms can get various support, such as family duty,'” part-time
work, " returning to full-time work,'* flexible labor,"” and banning of discrimination
due to the termination of a job.'® @) According to Articles 62 to 78 of the income tax
law,'” low-income families can receive a child benefit (Kindergeld) and a child
allowance (Kinderzuschlag). However, high-income people can receive the minimum
needs of a child to maintenance, education, care, and education (Hohe dem
Mindestbedarf eines Kindes an Unterhalt, Erziechung, Betreuung und Ausbildung) with a
tax reduction instead of the child benefit and allowance. @ According to the Parents’
Rearing and Holiday Act,'® parents can receive a parents’ allowance.'” The parents can
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receive the parents’ allowance for a maximum of 14 months, and the parents are entitled
to a flexible holiday to rear their children. The parents can have the parents’ rearing
holiday for three years, until the children became three years old. Furthermore, with the
consent of employers, parents can have a parents’ holiday for up to eight years. (5
According to Article 3 of the Maternity Protection Act (Mutterschutzgesetz), pregnant
women cannot work from six weeks before her child’s due date, and according to
Article 6 of the same act, she can work eight weeks after childbirth (12 weeks in the
case of twins or premature birth).

One of the parents is entitled to receive the parent allowance from a minimum of two
months to a maximum 12 months. When one parent’s income stops due to childrearing,
the other parent can claim the parent’s allowance for two months. However, in the case
of single moms, as they don’t have a partner, they can claim the parents’ allowance up
to 14 months.

Also, there is a child benefit for all foreigners’ children who live in Germany.? If the
income is below 3,500 euro for a single parent (Alleinerziehende), or 6,700 euro for a
married couple (Splittingtarif), the children can receive the child benefit until the age of
18. After 18 years of age, if the child earns more than 8004 euro annually, s/he cannot
receive any more child benefits. However, if the child cannot get a job until the age of
21 years, s’he can receive the child benefit. If the child is engaged job training or college
education, s/he can receive the child benefit until the age of 25.

Each local government also supports single moms through the social safety network,
childrearing, education, and job recommendations.

(3) Need to amend the Single Parent Family Act

In Korea, the Single Parent Family Act is aimed at helping not-married mothers rear
their children. If the children of single parents engage in education at schools, they can
receive support until the reach the age of 22 years. Also, if the children live with
grandparents who are over 65 years old, they can get support from the government
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according to this law.

According to Article 3 of the current Single Parent Family Act, the mother or father in
the single parent family should not be discriminated against for employment due to
pregnancy, childbirth, and rearing children. Also, parents under the age of 24 are
categorized as youth parents. The target children are below 18 years old (and if the child
is a student, s/he should be below 22 years old). According to Article 4 of the law, the
mother or father should be belong to one of the following categories: (U Separated
from the partner by death, divorce, or abandonment, (20 Having a partner who is
disabled due to mental or physical disability, (3 Having a partner who is imprisoned,
hospitalized, or serving military service @ Putative marriage is excluded in the case of
unmarried persons (5 People belonging to categories (I and @) are also defined by a
decree of the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family.*'

Also according to Clause 2 of Article 5, (D If a single mom does not raise her child
after birth despite Article 5, if she belongs to Number 3, Clause 1 of Article 19, and if
she uses a single mother facility, she can be protected by this law. @ If the child
fulfills certain conditions, and the grandfather or grandmother rearing the child are
defined by the decree of the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family,” they can be
protected by this law. According to Article 11, the person subject to protection or the
person’s relatives or the stakeholders can apply to relevant government agencies for a
welfare allowance. They should submit following information: (D financial
information according to Number 2 and 3 of Article 3 of the Finance Real Name
Transaction and Confidentiality Guarantee (2 credit information according to Number
1 of Article 2 of the Credit Information and Protection Law (3 insurance information
and consent of the person subject to protection according to Clause 1 of Article 4 of the
Insurance Business Act. When there is an application for welfare allowance according to
Articles 11 and 12, the government or the local government should pay the following
welfare allowance: (D living expense @ child education fee 3 childrearing fee @
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other welfare allowance defined by presidential decree.”> However, if the person subject
to protection gets support from other laws, s’/he cannot get funds from the government
within that category.

In Article 19, there are definitions of facilities for mother and children families, father
and children families, single mom and children families, temporary supporting welfare
facilities, single parents’ counselling center, and one parent family welfare facilities.
Article 20 states that the state and the local government can install single parent family
welfare facilities. On April 12, 2011, according to Clause 4 of Article 10 of the Special
Adoption Law** and Number 3 of Clause 1 of Article 19, the adoption agencies cannot
operate facilities for single moms and their children from July 1, 2015.

As of 2011, there were 33 facilities for single moms and their children nationwide. Out
of the 17 facilities, 51.5% of them were operated by adoption agencies. Therefore, the
government should provide new facilities for single moms and their children from July
2015. As single moms prefer to stay in urban areas, and as it is easier to get jobs and
find child care facilities without their revealing identities urban areas, the government
should consider building facilities in urban areas according to the size of their
populations. However, in the long term, like developed countries, single moms should
not be segregated and should be treated equally with other childrearing mothers.

Under the Single Parent Support Act, single moms are supposed to receive legal aid
worth 50,000 to 200,000 won per month from the government. However, this aid is so
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small as to not be very helpful for single moms. On the other hand, the government
supports on a monthly basis 1,050,000 won per child for facilities and 240,000 won per
child for foster care. Therefore, the government should change its priority to single
moms and children rather than facilities or foster care. The housing benefit also needs to
be amended on behalf of single moms. For public rented houses, single moms are also in
a disadvantaged situation compared to other single parent families.

(4) Need to amend the People’s Basic Livelihood Income Act

In order to qualify for the People’s Basic Livelihood Income Act, a single mom has to
reveal all her information and may not have anyone who may be able to support her.
Teen single moms have parents in most cases, and therefore it is difficult for them to get
support from the People’s Basic Livelihood Act, even though they cannot get jobs easily.
Also according to the Single Parent Family Act, only single parents can receive
government aid, which means the government does not support the childbirth of the
single mom-to-be. Single moms only can use the facilities for single moms and children
after the childbirth. Therefore, we need an amendment in view of this.

3. The state has a duty to guarantee basic women’s rights, the reproductive rights of
women

All women have the reproductiive rights regardless of their marital status. Women’s
reproductive rights cover all periods, from pre-pregnancy to post-childbirth. Namely, the
reproductive rights of the women cover everything in relation to the women’s
reproduction itself. The reproductive rights include following: pregnancy rights,
childbirth rights, birth control rights, and abortion rights. The reproductive rights of
women can conflict with the life rights of the unborn child. In Korea, the right to life of
an unborn child is superior. Thus by the criminal law, abortion is forbidden; only in
exceptional cases is abortion approved under the Mother and Child Health Act. However,
the current act is not good, as it nearly denies reproductive rights. Accordingly, we may
need to consider the Germany style (a woman can have abortion within three months of
her pregnancy) or the American style (a woman can have abortion within certain months
of her pregnancy).

The child rearing rights of women are not related at all to her marital status. The state
should protect women’s reproductive rights and make a humane social, economic and
cultural environment where the mother can live with her children. The state’s effort is
very significant, as these rights are related to the children’s and parents’ right to pursue
happiness.

As the state should guarantee the reproductive rights and rearing rights of the women,
the regulation that supports single moms in the Single Parents Family Support Act needs
to be amended. The Constitutional Court in principle should check the state’s duty and if
the state acts appropriately and effectively in order to protect the basic rights of the
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people.” As the Constitutional Court has taken a very passive stance regarding the
state’s violence against protecting the basic rights of its people, I can presume that the
state has acted as little as possible for the single moms through the Single Parents
Family Support Act and the People’s Basic Livelihood Guarantee Act. The current laws
are neither appropriate nor effective enough to support single moms and children as a
way of protecting the basic rights of the people. The below information is also evidence
of this lack of support by the government. According to a survey result of the single
moms, single moms’ biggest difficulty is “rearing and economic hardship (43
respondents, 62%).” The next is “negative social attitude against single moms and their
children (10 respondents, 14%),” “anxiety about social discrimination (8 respondents,
12%),” “difficulties in getting jobs (5 respondents, 7%),” and “other (3 respondents,
4%).” Single moms answered that what they need the most is “the child benefit and
expanding of the basic livelihood guarantee (39 respondetns, 57%).”*° At the moment,
if single moms cannot qualify to receive support under the People’s Basic Livelihood
Act, under the Single Parent Family Support Act, she can receive only 50,000 to
200,000 won per month from the government. But this support for single moms which is
currently given is neither effective nor helpful, according to interview results and the
rate at which single moms relinquish children for adoption. In 2011, of a total of 2,464
adoptees, 91.8% of them, or 2,262 adoptees, were the children of the single moms.?’

The most vulnerable part of being a single mom is the economic aspect. According to
2010 statistics from the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, the average monthly
income of single moms with the children was 785,000 won, which is much less than
907,000 won, the minimum living expense of a family of two. If the single mom’s
income is below 130% of the minimum wage, then the government gives support of
50,000 won per month until the child becomes 18 years old. Since 2012, the government
has given additional support of 50,000 won per month if the single mom is over 25 years
old and the child is under five years old. For teen single moms, after the revision of the
Single Parent Family Support Act in 2011, the government supports, for a maximum of
five years, a child benefit of 150,000 won, a bonus of 100,000 and other study expenses
when the single mom is under 24 years old.*® In view of this, it is nearly impossible
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rearing a child as a single mom. Most likely, the single mom will chose adoption for her
child. Subsequently, most not-married mothers will send away her child for adoption
without a real choice. While the single moms get so little support from the government,
as of 2011, the child facilities monthly receive 1 million and 50,000 won per child from
the government, which contribute to the child’s adoption.*

The state should guarantee the reproduction and rearing rights of women, regardless of
their marital status. First, the government should guarantee the economic stability of
single moms. Then the government needs to eliminate social discrimination and make it
so they can live together with other members of our society.

4. Substantial guarantee of reproductive rights

It is necessary to examine abortion from various perspectives. If we see the abortion
only with the structure of “pro-life vs. pro-choice,” we cannot see the full picture of
Korean society’s problem. According to the Criminal Law Articles 269 and 270,
abortion is crime and the subject of punishment in Korea, so there is a limitation in
being able to discern the precise number and trend of abortion. Although abortion is a
crime, very few people have been punished because of abortion.’® Also, regardless of
the harsh criminal law, abortion has not decreased at all. According to the Mother and
Child Health Act, some abortions are justified.’’ As Korea is the lowest birthrate
country,” the government is trying to raise the birthrate. The government also considers
legalizing abortion due to “social and economic reasons.”” But legalizing abortion due
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to “social and economic reasons” can lead to a hot debate, such as the reproductive
rights only for rich people. Thus, the government needs to take very careful approach. If
the government approves abortion due to “social and economic reasons” as a
precondition of approval, the government should provide a social guarantee policy to
poor people who wish to give birth and rear children. Otherwise, abortion due to social
and economic reasons could be just compulsory abortion for the poor.”* Women have
reproductive rights, and that should matter most.

There are two problems if the Korean government approves abortion due to social and
economic reasons. First, because of the poor welfare system in Korea, if the government
approves abortion due to social and economic reason, it means only rich people can have
childbirth rights. Also, we are not sure if women have abortions due to social and
economic reasons or if the women really have choices in their childbirth rights. In other
words, women may have abortions because they do not have any other choice. Before
women exercise their abortion rights, as a precondition, the state should provide child
benefits and various educational grants to poor people through legal improvements. The
government should guarantee not only abortion rights, but also childbirth rights. So it is
necessary for the government to make an environment where women can give birth and
rear children.

5. Recommendations

Single moms’ families are likely to increase in Korea. Thus, we need to build a legal and
systematic social safety network for single moms; various legal systems to raise the
birthrate; a comprehensive system to protect the right to life of unborn children,
educational rights, residential rights and health rights.

First, the government should provide constitutional rights to single moms and their
children. The government should make a new and appropriate word rather than keep
using the discriminatory expression “unmarried mothers” (mihonmo). Then legal and
systematic measures should be followed accordingly.

Second, self-determination rights and reproductive rights are women’s rights, not
married women’s rights. In order to guarantee reproductive rights in reality, the
government should make a better social and economic environment. Under the principle
of society and state, the government should guarantee the right to live in a human
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condition for its people. The government should put forward an effort to actualize the
personal rights of its people for a humane life.

Third, children have the right to live with their biological parents as family members.
The violation of such children’s rights is the same as the violation of personal rights and
children’s right to pursue happiness. The government should make a social and
economic environment where parents, mothers or fathers, should able to live together.

Fourth, the central government should provide a universal child benefit to all children
rather than having each local government provide different levels of childbirth
incentives, as they do at the moment.

Fifth, the government should make an appropriate environment for childbirth and
rearing children. In view of this, strengthening the penalty for abortion is an anti-human
rights approach to women.

Sixth, the government should amend the Single Parent Family Support Act and the
People’s Basic Livelihood Guarantee Act. The acts should promote preservation of
original families rather than adoption. Also, tailored support is needed for housing for
single moms. Also, an improvement is needed in the People’s Basic Livelihood
Guarantee Act, as it is rather restrictive of the person receiving the subsidy. In addition,
the minimum living expense should be calculated per person rather than per family,
which will lead to economic stability. In the German Social Act Article 20, there are
regulations for the unemployment benefit: for one adult; for one adult with a child; and
for one adult with a minor child. On top of this, the government provides an appropriate
(angemessen) residential stipend®® and heating stipend. The residential stipend includes
a monthly fee and other accompanying fees.

Seventh, along with legal improvements, the public perception regarding single moms
also should be changed. As Koreans say “unmarried mom” (mihonmo), the Korean
public will not see the unmarried mom as a positive being. This negative perception
regarding unmarried moms is passed down to the children with social prejudice and
discrimination.

Questions

1. Some people say that the expression “unwed mother” (mihonmo) is a discriminatory
expression. How about using less discriminatory expression such as the “not-married

35
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mother” (bihonmo) or any other less discriminatory expression?

2. Apart from the “baby box” (Kinderkasten) in Germany and anonymous childbirth in
France, in what kind of way is it possible to protect a baby’s right to life?
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Setting up a Crisis Pregnancy, Birth, and Child-rearing Center

Kim Haesung (President of Global Sarang)

bosinkim(@naver.com

In the front of the departures at Incheon Airport, I watched people who were waiting with
babies that were covered by same color and shape of blankets. As I was watching this
abnormal scene that made me confused, suddenly one baby cried out. Right afterwards, the
other 20 babies who were covered by same blankets followed the first crying baby and
cried. The departure gate was an outbreak of children crying.

Over the course of my 20 years at my migrant mission, I had developed a relationship with
the immigration officers. I asked a close immigration officer, “Who are those people and
the babies with the same blankets?” He answered that the babies were abandoned and
waiting to be internationally adopted, and the people carrying the babies want to save
money on their airfare to overseas countries. Babies cry out in the front of the immigration
counter, when they are about to leave their country and their parents who both abandoned
them. I cried when listening to that story. I was very hurt and ashamed.

More than 60 years since the 1950s Korean War, Korea still cannot erase the stain of being
the world’s #1 orphan exporter. I was very ashamed of my country and our society. Our
society is not taking responsibility for our babies.

One year back, I went to the babybox church because of an ethnic Korean who had
immigrated to Korea from China. She was a 15-year-old single mom, and she was raped in
China in the beginning of 2013. Both of her parents had gone to Korea to make money, and
she was living alone in a small room. This young girl allowed a homeless friend to live
there, and this friend brought her older sister. And the next day, the old sister brought her
boyfriend, and they pushed her to drink alcohol. She became drunk and was raped by
sister’s boyfriend. After some time, she realized that she was pregnant.

She came to Korea, where her parents were working. The young pregnant girl didn’t say
anything to her parents. Most of the time, this young pregnant girl stayed at a public sauna
in Korea. She could eat only bread for more than 50 days.
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One day, her delivery pains started at the sauna. She couldn’t deliver her baby at the sauna,
so she came out of there with a suitcase. She walked aimlessly and fell down on the street
at Shinjeong intersection. Her water broke, and this water flowed and steamed on the street.
Passing women watched her and brought to a hospital in a taxi. And she delivered a pretty
baby, but the baby was not pretty

The young mom told me, “I will not raise this baby without dying.” I was worried and
understood why she thought that. “I was raped and I delivered this baby. What should I
do?”

A single mom is an unmarried woman who gives birth. The hospital called the unwed
mothers’ center to seek help in this situation. The center contacted me immediately after.

The pregnant woman was an ethnic Korean from China and they were not able to
accommodate her because she was Chinese by citizenship and became pregnant in China,
and the baby by birth would be considered a Chinese national as well.

The center claimed that even though they were funded by the government, they could not
accept a foreign national’s baby. They furthered their reasons by stating that since I am in
an organization that helps illegal immigrants, we should intake this case. I found myself
agreeing with this point and was requested to go to the hospital and have the mother and
baby discharged under our care.

As soon as | heard she had given birth under these circumstances, I headed straight to the
hospital after giving notice to prepare a room for the mother and her newborn.

I thought simply going to the hospital to have them discharged, and bringing them back
would be easy. The hospital presented a medical bill totaling 3,300,000 won for the birth.
I felt bleak, with little hope, yet headed toward the hospital billing department.

While I was waiting for over an hour I did some searches on the web. I found an article
written about the director of this hospital donating 1,500,000,000 won to his church and
how he offers obstetric procedures to foreigners and non-Koreans free of charge.

I was not able to discharge the birth mother and her baby, nor was I able to bring them to
our center. The hospital would not discharge the patients until the bill was paid in full. I
asked about their “Free services to foreigners” policy, and the woman replied, “That is your
issue, not ours.” I retorted, “Then what is the internet article talking about?”” She answered,
“That is none of your business,” and avoided further questioning.

I could have used my own credit card to pay the bill, but at that point I was so upset I yelled,

The 4™ Single Moms’ Day 145



A43] F2He] F

“You can take care of her then,” and left the billing office. I then headed to the birth
mother’s room and told her not to worry, that I would come up with the money to pay the
hospital. I then took a picture of her wrist band, her hospital intake ID, and the baby, and
returned to the center. Some may think 3,330,000 won is not a lot of money, but to us, it
was a very large sum.

I couldn’t do anything about it. Any money we had was already allocated, but eventually I
was able to discharge the mom and the baby with me, with the help of a generous heart.
Luckily, the person who paid the hospital bill was a restaurant owner who hires Korean
Chinese. I don’t know what their relationship was, but I was thankful for that person.

During the time I was in discussion about the room, I debated with myself, “If I take this
mother and child with me, what needs can we meet for them, and until when?” I was
thankful for the person who paid for the room and ended the worry. I wasn’t the one who
paid, so it spared my money.

After a few days, another worry started. “I wonder where the mother and baby are?” “I
wonder if they left the country?”

The mother had said that she would not raise the baby, and her words kept coming up in my
thoughts.

“If that is true, I wonder where is the baby?”’ I thought. My thoughts were blazing and they
came coiled tight in my head.

I couldn’t do anything, but in the meantime a Korean man called me. He immediately
expressed anger and criticized me about not finding the baby. I couldn’t reply and he just
kept swearing at me, and I kept taking it, and then he hung up. Alone, I remembered the
saying, “If you take other people’s swearing, you live a long time,” and I suppressed my
anger. And I was thankful for the other person who had paid the hospital bill, but I made up
my mind.

After a few more days, I wondered about the baby’s whereabouts, but my train of thought
didn’t get anywhere. Then the Korean man called again, and again all I could do was listen
to him curse me out. Then I was angry, so I called him back and yelled at him. “Did you
sell the baby?” “If you didn’t, did you dig up the ground and bury the baby?” I asked. “I
made a charge with the police, so go and reply to the police,” I said angrily and hung up.

Then the Korean man called back right away. “I’m sorry. First I apologize, and the baby is
not dead,” he informed me.

The 4™ Single Moms’ Day 146



A43] F2He] F

“Well then, come here right now,” I said, and he rode a taxi and dashed over.

The story was that the mother could not raise the baby, so she put the baby in the babybox.
Then we rode in a taxi again to the Gwanak-gu Nangok-dong babybox. It was at the
Jusarang Community Church, and Pastor Lee Jong-rak welcomed us on the 2™ floor. Pastor
Lee Jong-rak took care of the baby for a little while and then sent the baby to the Gwanak-
gu district office. I heard the explanation that the Gwanak-gu district office sent the child to
a childcare facility.

As in this situation, I was made to hear that these days, there are many Korean Chinese
(ethnic Koreans with Chinese citizenship) children and foreigner children who are
abandoned in the babybox. The children of Koreans are automatically sent to childcare
facilities, but they cannot take the foreigners’ children, so without being able to do anything
else, it’s like the government body hides the nationality and sends them to escape the
complication.

Pastor Lee Jong-rak asked who I talked to about this situation, and also asked me to set up a
policy to save the lives of abandoned foreigners’ children since my ministry is with
migrants.

I couldn’t sleep after hearing the horrible stories told by Pastor Lee Jong-rak. He said there
was a migrant woman who couldn’t take care of her baby, so she called Pastor Lee and said
she had strangled her baby.

The baby was struggling and the appearance of the baby was so pitiful, so she took away
her hands and made the phone call. The person calling asked if the babybox would receive
a migrant’s baby. Pastor Lee promised that if she brought the baby there, he would take the
baby, but they didn’t come. So he was wondering and was terrified about what happened to
the baby.

On one hand, he explained the problems of the most recent amendments to the Special
Adoption Law one by one. After the baby is born, the parent has to raise the baby for one
week during the deliberation time. Parents who want to relinquish their children have to
undergo an investigation and must leave records.

In the case of mothers who are minors, their parents have to undergo the investigation and
they have to relinquish the child, he explained. If female students are pregnant, in order to
conceal their pregnancy, they bind their stomachs, and if they give birth, they give birth in
the bathrooms of their houses in a gruesome way and then abandon the babies. The contents
of his explanation was that the female students want to conceal the birth and make it a
secret, but the amendment to the Special Adoption Law makes it more complicated and
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they have to leave records. Therefore, the abandonments have gotten more extreme. He
pointed out that the babybox is overflowing with babies, as there are more babies being
abandoned because of this.

As soon as | heard this story, I replied that I would join the group to revise the Special
Adoption Law. I submitted a petition to the Gwanak-gu District Office asking them about
receiving foreigners’ children as if they are Korean children. I pointed out that it is a
violation of the law to make it look like a child whose citizenship is presumed to be
Chinese citizenship is Korean. And I requested that they give the baby back.

They looked like they were wondering, “How is the mother going to raise the child if we
give it back?” The answer came from the Gwanak-gu District Office, asking, “Isn’t it good
work?” I had no idea how much people were going to try to guess my reason or intention
because I submitted this petition.

I submitted a bill of indictment to the Gwanak-gu head again. I presented a photo of the
mother, and the baby’s photo, and the birth certificate together. The content was that clearly
it is a violation of the law if they take a baby as Korean when the baby’s mother has
Chinese citizenship.

My intention was that the first button fastened should be that there should be a law passed
by the National Assembly saying that if the child might be the child of a foreigner, their
roots should be kept alive and they should receive protection and support.

Together with Pastor Lee, I announced that I would make a babybox to take the babies of
the migrants. I thought that I first have to save the abandoned babies of the migrants. I
thought, “Let’s work together in the image of God as we raise these babies and change the
law, and work together with the government to protect and educate people.” Various news
media and news stories came out saying we would combine our strength.

But on the Sunday worship service, Pastor Kim Do-hyun from KoRoot came. After that, I
met six adoptees who had been adopted from Korea and came back. They visited because
they were against making a babybox and also against revising the Special Adoption Law.
When 1 talked with them, I thought about the human rights of the abandoned children. I
replied that actually, I did not have that kind of thought before.

The content was that after a few decades, when the adoptees come back to find their roots,
there is nothing and they carry despair as if the earth collapsed. Starting with the adoption
agencies, they tried to find any traces of their roots, but they failed.

I counterattacked, saying that isn’t it a good thing to save babies that are abandoned or
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going to die?
The adoptees spoke in one voice:

If you have an unwanted pregnancy, isn’t it a huge worry? There are problems when you
are pregnant, but there are of course also problems about the method of giving birth or the
way to pay the hospital bill, etc. How will the future progress of the baby that is born?
More than the babybox that assumes the mother will abandon the baby anyway, even if the
pregnancy is unwanted, can’t the mother and the child be saved if there is counseling and
support from the pregnancy until childbirth and child-rearing as a resource?

As soon as I heard this, I gave a prompt reply.
Ladies and gentlemen, I have changed my course.

Rather than the babybox where babies are thoughtlessly abandoned, even if the pregnancy
is unwanted, I will provide support from the beginning of pregnancy until childbirth, and
also child-rearing. Below is my conclusion and plan after thinking hard about the issues
related to the babybox until now.

Crisis Pregnancy * Birthing * Childrearing Support Center
Now I am not going to use the name “babybox.”

Better than this way of thoughtlessly taking in babies who seem like they are thrown away,
I want to overall support a Crisis Pregnancy * Birthing * Childrearing Support Center.

I’ve heard that Pastor Lee Jong-rak who runs the babybox wants to oppose this.

In Korea, until now, the babybox work has received praise and is seen as appropriate. |
judge that now, he has experience and outcomes, and it is now is the necessary time to
work together to provide support. If we take each other’s hands and work in solidarity for
the sake of the results, we can make the day when we reach the greater good come quickly.
Of course, I want to support migrant women, but the door is also open to Korean people.

In addition, I will not work to revise the existing Special Adoption Law. I understand the
objective of the Special Adoption Law sufficiently, and now I will proceed for the sake of
the existing law. Of course, I will work along with the people in charge of the babybox and
also the adoptee groups.

We have devoted about 25 years to migrants through our NGO Global Sarang. Our clinic
for foreigners and migrant workers that we run offers free medical checkups and
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hospitalization, surgery, etc. There are about 100 migrants living for free in our shelter that
we run. We offer free meals for them 365 days a year — breakfast, lunch, and dinner. We
have four group homes for children who do not have parents. We run three Kindergartens
and one regional child center. We got permission to run four schools that are offered for
free: the Global School, Foster Care Brother Elementary School, Foster Care Brother
Middle School, and the Preparatory School. Through the Call Center Helpline (1644-0644),
we have foreign workers who can speak on the phone in 15 different languages. We have
MNTYV Migrant Broadcasting which broadcasts in 15 different languages. We are running
the Yesan Center, Anseong Center, Sri Lanka center, etc. We got permission to run social
enterprises and cooperatives.

Against this backdrop, we want to work together with people suffering from unwanted
pregnancy. From the beginning of pregnancy to birth, and of course to child-rearing, we
will do our best to support them.

I will try to make a beautiful world in which children are not abandoned or die through the
Crisis Pregnancy * Birthing * Childrearing Support Center.
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Baby Abandonment from the Single Moms’ Perspective: Seeking a Solution

Lee Yoon-min (KUMFA activist)

1. Introduction

I am a single mom living with a four-year-old girl. I would like to share with you my
experiences and also information I heard from other single moms when I stayed at a single
moms’ facility. Then I will ask what the government can do to prevent child abandonment
and infanticide. I feel sorry that some single moms had to abandon their beloved babies and
even kill their babies because they did not know anything about the kinds of support
available from the government. A mother threw away her baby from a motel window, and
another mother gave birth at the public toilet, and the baby was later found dead. When I
read this, I felt so angry about the irresponsible behavior of the single moms and at the
same time, I wondered why they are like that and thought about what causes these tragedies.
For one incident, there are many causes. Let me discuss the reasons for such extreme
choices by single moms and what can be done to prevent such tragedies.

2. Child abandonment: some causes

There is an unmarried woman who had a baby. We can imagine various situations about
this woman. We can imagine a “typical” thoughtless or runaway teenager. She could be an
ordinary teen single mom living with her parents, or she could be an independent adult
single mom. Note: Child abandonment and infanticide are not necessarily committed by
single moms. Even a wealthy French housewife at Serae Village also committed infanticide,
and we can find similar cases in the news. Child abandonment and infanticide take place in
various forms, regardless of marital status. But today, we will look into only the single
moms’ cases and then seek a solution for what can be done about this.

Imagine the following cases: A single mom who lives with her parents kills the baby to
cover up the birth. A homeless single mom in desperation, suffering from postpartum
depression and stress, makes a bad choice and abandons her baby although she wishes to
raise her baby. A single mom abandons her baby out of desperation due to financial
hardship and a lack of information. A single mom decides to abandon her baby due to fear
of leaving a record on the family registration, although she wanted to send the baby away

for adoption. Or a single mom just does not want to raise a baby, and so she abandons or
kills her baby.
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As I have shown, there are various causes of child abandonment and infanticide. But there
is one similarity here, and that is social pressure and intolerance against unmarried mothers.
In this kind of society, out of fear, the single mom tries to cover up her pregnancy and deny
the reality, which is that she will eventually give birth. Also, a lack of social welfare and a
stable job will put pressure on the single mom. These single moms are vulnerable and are
not aware of detailed information about the welfare policy and the Special Adoption Law,
subsequently leading to such incidents. In particular, the teenaged single moms are even
more vulnerable in this situation. In addition, people tend to put the responsibility on the
single moms, and customarily do not ask about the responsibility of the father. All systems
and the social atmosphere also pressure the single moms only. Correspondingly, this
environment increases pressure on single moms. Subsequently, some of the single moms
cannot overcome this pressure and commit infanticide or abandon their babies.

3. Urge to prevent the infanticide and child abandonment

Then what can our society do in order to prevent child abandonment? When an unmarried
woman experiences a dramatic and surprising pregnancy, not only will her body change,
but she will also suffer from uncertainty, embarrassment, and fear of the future. She will
agonize over whether she will have an abortion or give birth, and whether to raise or send
her baby away for adoption. It is the utmost important moment in the life of the pregnant
woman and her baby. In this vital moment, she needs a helpline that provides her with
various counseling services by the government. The government should provide
comprehensive and tailored services to every single mom.

In the initial stage of pregnancy, the woman cannot find systematic and reliable
information; it is not easy to find such information. Accordingly, she needs to easily reach
out to maternity hospitals, health centers, and community centers to get systematic support
and help from the government, or at least a booklet should be available for her. In the case
of teenaged single moms, the schools should teach not only contraception, but also what
can be done in the case of pregnancy. At least the government should provide such
information to the students as a part of a supplementary textbook. This basic information is
very important. There will be big psychological differences between single mothers who
acquired all this information and know what to do, and those who just don’t know what to
do because of a lack of information and support. There will a big gap in terms of preparing
for the future between these two groups. Therefore, detailed guidelines should be available
to pregnant single moms.

It is also necessary to extend single moms’ facilities as the adoption agency-affiliated
facilities are closed down. Without these facilities, the single moms do not know where
they can go. Housing for single moms is also needed. Many single moms either lose their
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jobs because of their pregnancies or quit their jobs as their employers might notice their
pregnancies, so single moms suffer from economic hardship. During the cooling-off period,
single moms may wander around many places, and due to financial instability, they may
give up raising their babies. Thus, it is necessary to provide housing and basic living
security and let the single moms know that these kinds of services are available, as many
single moms do not know this information.

Also, our society needs to improve the concept of adoption and rearing children. The most
natural and important priority is the preservation of the original family, but with social
prejudice and pressure, society encourages the single mom to give up on raising her child.
While we look down on single moms, glorifying adoption is not a good approach. Adoption
is a second love after a painful termination of the original love. The government should
inform single moms about their rights and responsibilities before promoting adoption and
foster services.

We must not ignore child abandonment in relation to the Special Adoption Law. Birth
registration is a natural right of the parent and with respect to the new life, it is also the
child’s right. The intent of the Special Adoption Law is good, which only makes adoption
possible through the family court. Some single moms abandon their children or send them
away through illegal adoption because they fear the dissolution of the adoption, at which
time the baby would be on her family registration.

Even in my case, after eight months of pregnancy, I considered adoption. At that time, the
Special Adoption Law was not yet revised. But if the situation were like it is now, after the
enforcement of the Special Adoption Law, I would have had more panic and worry about
my family registration record if I chose to send my baby for adoption. In view of this, we
need a complementary measure for the Special Adoption Law. For the birth registration, we
can maintain the current system, but if the single mom sends her child for adoption, the
record should not be on her family registration. Only under KAS’s jurisdiction should
adoptees be able to find their birth parents. Because of the family registration record, single
moms may give up on legitimate adoption, so I hope the government can make a
complementary measure.

Some single moms may abandon their children due to postpartum depression. Thus, the
government should find out the precise scale and statistics of the single moms and ought to
have a comprehensive counseling system for them before and after childbirth. Although
some regions provide counseling services to single moms, considerable numbers of them
do not know about this information. Accordingly, governmental PR activity is so important.
Now we need them to play an active role in supporting single moms.
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4. Conclusion

Now we are living in a low birth rate era, so the public pays more attention—even to out-
of-wedlock pregnancy. Nevertheless, the support of single moms is not as good as I
expected, from a single mom’s perspective. Supporting single moms is more urgent than
the low birth rate issue. “High birth rate” is important, but how well we can raise children is
more important. We should not lose even one life.

Child abandonment and infanticide is not just losing a member of our society. Every life
should be protected regardless the parents’ marital status. If we separate children from their
beloved parents because they were born out of wedlock, we are living in a dead society
where we disdain precious life.

Our country’s economic scale has increased during the last several decades, but not welfare
or single moms’ rights or child rights. We are living in a dead society, but we cannot
forsake this society or ignore it. Thus, we have to look into the problems of single moms,
child abandonment, and infanticide, and seek solutions. We cannot blame only the
individual single mom as being responsible; it is the task of our society as a whole.
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Dismissal

Noh Geum-joo (Head of Dandelions)

I am very grateful to all of you at the 4th Single Moms’ Day. As time goes on, more and
more organizations have joined the Single Moms’ Day conference, which shows that our
society pays more and more attention to the original families, adoptees, single moms, and
single parents. The Dandelions hope that we can raise our children in our society. I lost my
child regardless of my will, yet still I would like to call myself a mom. Which parents in the
world do not love their children?  Still, many parents cannot find their children, and many
children had to leave their mother country. Whenever I meet overseas adoptees who are
looking for their birth parents, I feel so sad, as if I see my own child. All the universe needs
to rear a child. All children should able to live with their parents in our society, and that is a
society where justice prevails. Our society should be changed; the children were
discriminated because of their parents even before they were born, and the mother had to
separate from her beloved children; this is wrong.

I have lost my child because of adoption and have lived with enormous agony for several
decades. I am very grateful to the single moms and the single parents who rearing their
children despite hardship. We, the Dandelions, will work until we make a society where
there is no separation between children and their parents, and fully support the single moms
and the single parents.
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Chun Young-sun (Standing Head of Korean Single Parents’ League)

For the 4™ Single Moms’ Day, I am very grateful for all of you; you have shown constant
support and worked with us all the time. Due to social discrimination and economic
difficulties, the hardships of single moms and single parents together with their children are
getting worse. But the people in our society do not pay any attention to the hardship of
single moms, single parents, and their children. The most clear proposition and truth is that
the children should grow up with their own parents.

Nevertheless, some people relentlessly encourage single moms to give up their children and
send them away for the adoption. Also, although the babybox is being used to attract child
abandonment and abuse children’s rights, our society is unaware of that. Although our
government hardly gives support for their newborn babies, they are always saying that we
have to raise the birth rate. Most single moms have to raise their children while at the same
time working for a livelihood, which is extremely difficult for single moms.

The government should not neglect support its people and children anymore. All of us,
including the people and the government, should work together to make a society where
everyone works together to raise our children. We should also acknowledge various forms
of families and make sure the children grow up well, regardless of the marital status of their
parents.

Through today’s conference, I hope that our society eliminates discrimination against single
moms and guarantees the child custody of all parents. I am very grateful to Ms. Mok
Kyung-hwa of KUMFA, Ms. Jane Jeong Trenka of TRACK, and many of you, who
prepared well for this worthwhile event. Let’s make a society where there is no
discrimination and fear, and let us give our warm hands to the single moms, adoptees, and
the parents who lost their children due to adoption.
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Human Library
I Hope You Enjoy Happy Conversation

Park Young-mi (KUMSN board chair)

Welcome and thanks for joining Human Library on the 4™ Single Moms’ Day. I am
grateful to the participants of Human Library who are sharing their life stories with us. Also,
thanks to the moderator and translators and Mr. Toby Dawson who are here today to
support the single moms and adoptees.

Last year, we had very moving times with eight human library books and 100 readers, and I
hope today we can also have many moments that are touching like last year.

In 2011, KUMFA introduced Human Library as a way of eliminating social prejudice
against single moms, and from the 2nd Single Moms’ Day in 2012, we have held the
Human Library event. Most of the prejudice stems from misunderstanding and ignorance,
which lead to discrimination and violence against the victims. As the victims of this
prejudice hide more and more, prejudice will grow, and discrimination and violence will
seem justified. Then it is difficult for victims to overcome this. Even the victims of
prejudice have this prejudice.

As I was a moderator for Human Library before, I saw many moms who changed with
courage and confidence after they shared their hidden stories with others. I think this
change was possible because the speakers and listeners mutually opened their minds and
hearts to each other. Revealing who you are while respecting who they are is the most
precious thing to us, as a social being. Let us make our society where we can reveal
ourselves and respect others as they are. Not only in this place, but wherever we are.

Lastly, thanks to the Seoul Single Parent Family Support Center, the Seoul Single Parents
Association, and Dandelions, who prepared this Human Library program. I hope all of you
here today can have worthwhile and joyful time through conversation.
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Jeong Su-jin (child-rearing unwed mom)

I am a single mom living with my daughter Ah-jeong, who is 38 months old. Before I had
Ah-jeong, I was an immature, bad woman and lived like a dayfly. Before I became
pregnant, I had bad credit standing, my ID card was nearly written off. I had problem with
my period, so I found out I was pregnant after five months. But I could not afford to go to
the hospital, so I only went to the hospital just immediately prior to the delivery of Ah-
jeong.

When I found that I was pregnant with Ah-jeong, I thought about killing myself. I could not
have an abortion. I was also living alone and could not raise a baby even if I gave birth. If I
gave birth, I could not imagine what to do regarding my baby. I had nothing but debt, so to
me raising a baby was a kind of luxury.

Anyway with full pregnancy, I worked at a convenient store. I had to work day and night,
sometimes even overtime. When I saved for the hospital fee, my co-worker, a middle-aged
lady who noticed my pregnancy, told my boss. Immediately, the boss fired me, though I
cried and begged him to work. My boss paid my wage a month later.

The next day, on March 3, pain came, I could not bear it, so I went to a maternity clinic.
The next day, March 4, I gave birth, and I wept quietly. I decided to send my daughter Ah-
jeong for adoption. But I wanted to feed her with my milk before the adoption, so I brought
the baby to my rented house. As I hadn’t paid my monthly rent, I was at the edge of
eviction by the landlord.

Around 10 days later, [ became penniless, so without choice, I went to an adoption agency.
After giving Ah-jeong for adoption, I was so sad. I was so depressed and wanted to kill
myself. Frequently I gave a call to the adoption agency and asked about well-being of Ah-
jeong. The adoption agency told me that Ah-jeong is going to be adopted soon.

One day before the adoption day of Ah-jeong, I gave a call to the adoption agency and
explained to them I changed my mind and would like to bring back Ah-jeong to me. Whit
many difficulties, three days later, [ was able to bring back Ah-jeong. I had to pay 200,000
won to the adoption agency in order to bring back Ah-jeong, so I had to borrow money
from my neighbor.

Although my life was so hard, I began to adopt the harsh life. My mind is fully occupied
with Ah-jeong; how can I live with her this harsh life and I became so busy. First, I
explained to my parents about Ah-jeong. However, my parents were so poor, living with
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400,000 won monthly rented house with 2 million won deposit, so they told me send Ah-
jeong for adoption.

So I asked a local village office for help. Although my life was so desperate and I was at
the edge of becoming homeless, the official at the village office did not know what to do
and gave me some papers to fill in them and submit to him. As my landlord demanded that
I pay the overdue rent or get out of the house, I did not go to the house, but stayed at a
sauna with Ah-jeong for a few days. During this process, my neighbor asked the City Hall
to help me, and eventually I was able to get some help from the City Hall.

So now, although it is small, we have a home and do not have to worry about being
homeless for the next 10 years. We also get help for medical fees and receive minimal
government subsidies. I also received a donated PC, so I could use the internet at home and
was able to overcome my lifestyle of living from hand-to-mouth. During this process, I
found the single moms’ association Miss Momma Mia (KUMFA) and met other single
moms, whose situations are like mine.

Other single moms kindly helped me, so I was able to get some training and got a job as a
coordinator at an NGO to help single parents.

Many single moms suffer from a lack of information, and many social workers do not
know what kind of help is available for single moms. So many single moms do not know
what to do and live with constant fear and sadness. As I know very well how other single
moms feel in their desperate situations, I feel it is very worthwhile to work here as a
coordinator. I hope I can be a great help to other single moms. I will work hard and make
lots of efforts to improve our lives for a better future.......
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A Life Without Regret

Jeon Me-sook (Seoul Single Parent Association)

I got married when I was 27 years old. However, I was shocked when a month before our
divorce, I discovered the fraud and lies of my husband. My husband told me that he had
previously been married and his sister had raised his son, which was something he did not
tell me before. I always wondered about the boy, as my husband looked so similar.

Before our divorce, my former husband created a debt of 250 million won (currently it
would be around 1.5 billion won) with my name. I managed to reduce this debt to 175
million won at the time of the divorce.

After our divorce, more than 10 women sued him, and his ID was cancelled. I had four
children with him, but he had five other children with other women whom I did not know at
all. Before our divorce, he had taken out 11 life insurances policies on me without telling
me. In addition, I had heard that he wanted to poison me. So I reported this to the police,
but my case was dismissed due to lack of evidence.

My 10 years of married life with him were full of fear and anxiety, and when we divorced I
had a 175 million won debt with four children. Although divorce was the best choice in that
bad situation, my parents were not supportive of me. And so I became estranged from my
parents.

I was now a 37-year-old divorced woman with four children without family support. My
children’s ages were the 4™ and 5™ year of elementary school, and two and four years old.
Many people around me said that living with four children with such debt on my own was
impossible, and that I should send the children to the orphanage and get remarried. In
theory, they were right; it is impossible to live in Korea in that condition. However, I was
willing to overcome any hardship with my children, and I was happy to see my children
growing up.

Because all four children were born by cesarean sections, I had severe side effects. I also
had to work seven days a week. I have nearly paid the debt nine years after the divorce.
Today, I am still 70 million won in debt, and my eldest son studies at a junior college, the
second son is married, and my other sons are in high school and middle school, respectively.

Although I eat only one meal per day, I am happy and feel fortunate to have my children. I
don’t know how much time I have in this life, but I do my best to love my four children.

I did consider suicide once. It was six years after our divorce when I discovered another lie
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from my ex-husband. He had told my sons that I had an affair with other men who took his
money, and that was the reason we were so poor, and that he would come back to the
children later on with money. At that time, my two older sons were in elementary school
and wanted revenge on me. I was shocked when I found about this. My ex-husband told
this lie to many people, my neighbors and my church friends, and so on, and most people
believed his story. Eventually, one of my church friends informed me about his prevalent
lying. Subsequently the truth was revealed, so my neighbors and church friends were able
to see the lie.

At the time, I heard many false allegations about me because of my ex-husband’s lies. He
said that [ was a prostitute. I felt so angry with him, but could not do much about it. When I
told the truth, other people just avoided conversation. To them my story was good gossip,
and after all I am a single mom with a huge debt and four children.

For many years since the divorce, I overheard various gossip and scandals about me. Even
a few days ago, I heard similar gossip about me from my boss.

Whew~

I restrained myself although I wanted to confront my boss. Many people tormented me with
rumors and gossip. Although I said to them the gossip is not true, I was not sure how much
they believed me. I have a feeling that I may have to live the rest of my life fighting against
the lies.

Anyways, I will love my beloved children. I am a mother of four children and they need me.
The single mother is an easy target for gossip and criminal offences which give me not only
economic hardship, but also mental distress. Although I try to overcome various slander
and discriminations, sometimes I feel enormous difficulties, stress, and feel traumatized by
them. My sons also had hard time because of my ex-husband’s lies; the eldest ran away
from me for two years, and my second son ran away for five months when they were both
teens.

I hate people who lie. So I do not believe a person who approaches me while criticizing
other people. I know that this person will someday criticize and gossip about me to other
people.

No one is perfect -- even my children are not the same with me.

Why don’t we try to understand and respect each other’s differences and live together?
Everyone tries to do their best whether they are divorced, widowed, live alone, or live
together. Everyone has his or her own style of life. Let us encourage each other and comfort
each other; life is hard enough anyway. Let us love and support one another.
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Andrea Kim Cavicchi (American adoptee)

To my mother who gave me life: Hi Mom. This is your daughter, Mee-na, the only child
that you bore during your 28 years in this world. You were just one month shy of your 23"
birthday when I was born. I read in my adoption files that I was taken away from you the
day after I was born. I’m sorry that we never met again after that day.

To my mother who may have wondered about me: As you know, my life began with you in
a hospital in Andong. I spent the following three months in an orphanage in Seoul before I
was adopted to the United States through Holt Adoption Agency. 1 was adopted to an
upper-middle class, Caucasian couple and raised in the suburbs of Boston, Massachusetts. I
have a younger sister who was also adopted from Korea. I’'m not going to lie and say that
growing up in a town where my sister and I were the only visible Asians was easy, and my
adoptive parents, while loving people, were not always equipped with the tools to raise two
transracially adopted children. However, those experiences have positively informed the
person I have become.

To my mother about whom ['ve wondered: While 1 was growing up, I thought about you
from time to time. It said in my adoption file that you were a young, unwed mother and
weren’t able to financially and emotionally provide for me. It is easy for adopted people to
create fantasies in their minds about why they were relinquished to adoption. We are often
not given the “real” stories in our adoption files and cannot learn the exact circumstances
around our adoption until we are reunited with our Korean families. As a child, I created
this fantasy that I was a product of a forbidden but beautiful relationship between you and
my father. I told myself that you had relinquished me because you were young and poor.

To my mother for whom I searched: It wasn’t until college that I began thinking about my
identity as a Korean adoptee. I wanted to search for my roots, wanted to learn more about
Korea, and wanted to learn more about myself. I decided to move to Korea shortly after
graduating from college and initiated a birth search three months into my stay. Prior to
initiating a search for you, I had only considered three possibilities: 1. I would meet you; 2.
I would find you, but you would not want to meet me; 3. I would not be able to find you. It
never occurred to me that you be dead. Never in my wildest dreams did I imagine the long
and emotionally difficult journey I would take to find your grave. I spent months and
months struggling with Holt social workers because they said I was not entitled to your
information, even though you are my mother. All they said was that you were dead and
were mentally sick.

To my mother whom I spoke about on national television: In 2006, I appeared on a Korean
television show that searches for and reunites adoptees with their birth families. Mom, I’'m
so sorry for sharing your story, our story, on live television for all of Korea to see. I felt
ashamed and like a bad daughter for revealing such personal information about you that is
considered shameful in Korean society. You were an unwed mother, you were
economically disadvantaged, and you struggled with a mental health illness. But I thought
that this was the only way that I could find other Korean relatives because Holt would not
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give me my adoption file.

To my mother who was also a sister: I met imo, your oldest sister, through Ach’im Madang.
I was overjoyed to meet a Korean relative, but my relationship with imo has not been easy.
She estranged herself from the rest of our family twenty years ago and refused to tell me
anything about you or anyone else. When I first met imo in 2006, she said you died from
kidney cancer. Last year when I asked again, she said you drowned in a water tank.

To my mother who was also a wife: Just this past December, I made it my personal mission
to locate your grave. Imo forbid me to search for you, but I decided to do it after seven
years of contemplation. I went to the village where I thought you were raised, posted flyers,
knocked on the door of every house, and visited three other villages where you may have
lived. No one knew you or our family. After almost giving up, I finally tracked down your
husband. He is not my father, but he is the man you married a year after I was adopted and
the man with whom you spent your final years. Like you, mom, he also has a mental
disability. For purely selfish reasons, I was relieved and glad to know this. When imo told
me last year that you had drowned in a water tank, my heart broke because I thought you
may have committed suicide to escape an unhappy life, an abusive marriage, or something
far worse. But your husband is a gentle, loving man with the innocence of a young child.
Meeting your husband brought me the closure I needed to know you spend your final years
in this world being loved by a kind husband.

To my mother whom 1 finally found: With the help of your husband and the local villagers, I
was able to find true closure the moment I found your burial site. We will never physically
meet in this lifetime, Mom, but I want you to know that I am fighting for you. I embody
your han.

To my mother with whom I am standing in solidarity: Adoption, both domestically and
internationally, will continue in Korea as long as systemic problems are ignored. There is a
stigma against and a lack of support for unwed and single mothers and other vulnerable
families, a silence around mental health issues, and a lack of support for the economically
disadvantaged. It is an absolute honor to be here today, speaking alongside mothers who
have lost their children to adoption, like you, Mom, and single mothers who are raising
their children within a system that often works against them. My existence as a Korean
adoptee is tied to the march of these mothers toward social justice. I can stand here and
admire the passion and strength of these women today because of you, Mom. Thank you.

Andrea Cavicchi was born in Andong, Korea and adopted to a small town south of Boston,
MA at the age of three months. She is a Ph.D. candidate in Modern Korean History at
UCLA and an advocate for adoptee rights. Having served as co-leader of the L.A. chapter
of Association of Korean Adoptees-Southern California for three years, Andrea is currently
based in Seoul as a Fulbright researcher where she has continued working with the
adoptee communities. She is also currently serving as a lecturer in Korean Studies at
Korea University’s Graduate School of International Studies.
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I Am Sorry, Soojung!

A member of Dandelions (organization of adoptees’ families of origin)

I was born as the youngest child, with one brother and sister. Twenty-two months after I
was born, my mom gave a birth to my younger sister. Then, when I became 29 months old,
my mom passed away. A few months later I had a stepmother, but I don’t remember that
period. I was always quiet and played alone with books. I read a lot and was good
academically, but I could not study as much as I wanted. When I was in my fifth year of
elementary school, my teacher asked the class, “Who will go to middle school after
graduation? Raise your hands.” When I came home, I asked my father whether I could go
to middle school. My father said “yes,” but my stepmother was so angry about it. The
stepmother said, “We don’t have any money,” and then my father kept quiet. After that, I
lost my incentive to study. Accordingly, my grades fell, and when I was in my sixth year of
elementary school, my parents could not pay my tuition fee, so I had to quit school.

Then I began to work at the shop in front of my parents’ house. One day, one of my
neighbors, a man, raped me. I told my aunt about what happened, and she reported it to the
police station. But then my aunt criticized me for many days and nights, saying that I made
all the trouble. I could not stand the aunt’s nagging, so I ran away then and began to work
as a maid. I worked for three years as a maid here and there.

Then when I became 19 years old, I needed an ID card and missed my family, so I went to
my father’s house. My dad was so happy to see me. When I ran away I was 16 years old,
with a height of 143 cm and weight of less than 40 kg. I was called by the police,
prosecutor, and gynecologist frequently, so I had run away for three years. Anyway, I was
happy to meet my father and relatives again. But my neighbors pointed fingers at me
gossiped about me.

Anyway, I left my father again and went to Seoul and began to work to live. Then one day,
my married elder cousin asked me to help his wife, as his wife given birth recently. I was
happy to help them. One day, I came back home after meeting with my elder sister. While I
was waiting for a bus as the bus stop, a man approached me then dragged me to a nearby
mountain, where he raped me. Then he kidnapped me for over a week, and he took me here
and there. I could not resist. He locked me a small room about a month. So I began to live
with him. Sometimes he gave me money. Then I became pregnant.

Then one day, my cousin found me on a small street by chance. Subsequently, my sister
found me at the kidnapper’s house and took me to the hospital for an abortion. Then I
stayed with my sister for few days. After my sister went to work, I went to my kidnapper’s
house. My sister came to the kidnapper’s house and pulled my hair and beat me. Neighbors
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tried to stop my sister from beating me, but she shouted at them, “Would you keep calm if
your younger sister lived with this old SOB? When my sister tried to take me back to her
home, I told her that I preferred to live with the kidnapper.

A few years later, I became pregnant again and went to my sister’s house. This time my
sister accepted me as I was, but I could not remember many things since I was kidnapped. I
could only remember my sister’s beating. Anyway, at 1:00 p.m., on February 15, 1977, 1
gave birth. It was cold day, and my baby was born at a maternity home in Myeonmok-dong.

After that, my life was hard. I could not pay my rent, so [ was homeless when I gave birth. I
slept here and there, and my kidnapper had a basement room, so I went to him with my
baby. I became normalized as I raised my baby. As long as the kidnapper gave me money, I
could live. But he became drunk more and more, and even beat me sometimes. My baby
was growing, but without a name or family registration. I felt that I had to do something
about it, but I could not. He did not come home for many days. Then, when he came home,
he gave me some money. Already one year passed like this, and I made up my mind to do
something. I tried to find his relatives, but no one knew about him. I was looking for a
babysitter and tried to earn money, but I could not find a babysitter. One day I found him at
the street. He was dead on the street. I was in such shock. It seemed he just died as a heavy
alcoholic. Then I asked my sister to look after my baby, as I needed to earn money. My
sister said yes. I worked hard, but could not make enough money to get a room.

One summer day, my sister’s husband went bankrupt, so they became nearly homeless. So I
brought back my baby and looked for a job while I carried my baby on my back. Then
someone told me that I could temporary leave my baby at a facility. I thought that it would
be OK as long as my baby was OK. So I left my baby at a facility near to Noryangjin police
station to get a job. But I could not earn enough money. I always lived in poverty, no matter
how hard I worked. Often I went to the facility to see my baby. The first few times, the
owner of the facility welcomed me, as I took the baby’s clothes. Then they began to treat
me harshly. Then they told me “Don’t come often” and even “Do not come at all,” as my
visit would make my baby confused. Nevertheless, I visited the facility to see my baby but
the owner of the facility began to get angry with me. Whenever I visited my baby, the
owner told me, “You are a penniless single mom, so if you raise the baby, the baby will be
unhappy.” The owner persuaded me to send away my baby for overseas adoption to the
USA, saying my baby would grow up happily with a rich American family.

My baby entered the facility on August 7, 1978, and then July or August 1979, I gave
approval for my baby to be sent overseas for adoption. Then 34 years passed. I read my
letters to my child many times and I felt so sorry to my child. I could feel that my child was
so lonely. I felt so sorry to my child. No words can express my feeling of loss during the
last 34 years.

March 1, 2013, was a very windy day. My sister came to my house with her children and
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grandchildren and asked me “If your daughter Soojung wanted to meet you, would you
meet her?” I said, “Of course.” I left my information at the facility and thought that one day
she would come to me. During the last 34 years I never forgot her even one second. That’s
why I left my record at the facility.

At 8:00 p.m. on March 16, 2013, my niece Hyungjeong called me when I was on the
subway. She said “Aunt, it seems we found Soojung.” I instantly said, “OK.” I was not
myself suddenly. I could not think about anything. I could not see anything.

After the weekend, Monday came. Hyunjeong called me again. Hyungjeong asked me
many questions. I said, “Yes, correct. Yes she is Soojung.” That was all I said. I saw
Soojung’s photo on the internet; she was looking for me. The photo was taken at the facility
when we were separated. When I saw her photo, I felt as if my heart would burst. I began to
tremble rapidly. My mind went back to 34 years ago. My other niece, Jisu who lives in
New York asked me send her my photo. On March 21, Soojung wanted to have a DNA test
as she was not sure of me. I had no doubt she was my daughter, but had a test anyway. On
March 26, Jisu called me and said, “She is your daughter!”

There was no news the next few days. [ was waiting and she seemed in a panic. [ was in a
panic too, and could not do anything and did not know what to do. I told my husband and
children about this, and they were so happy. Then my daughter Soojung called me and sent
letter, saying she was happily married with four children.

After I received the letter, I cried continually at the empty house and regretted my wrong
decision. I sent her photos of myself and my family. One month passed, and I decided to
visit the USA. On my birthday, my son gave me a flight ticket, and my husband and
daughter told me that they would pay my expenses to visit the USA. I felt like I was
dreaming. I could not believe what was happing. It was too long to wait until October. I felt
uneasy every day, waiting and waiting. I tried to go back normal life, but it was so hard.

On May 14, Jisu called me. She said that Soojung would come to Korea on May 2. I
couldn’t say anything. The day was so long. I wondered what I would say to her when I
saw her, what shall I tell her, what I will eat with her....I remembered my past ... On
March 17, 1956, in a poor Korean village after the Korean War...

At 8:50 pm on May 29, 2013, I went to Incheon Airport with my son. My sister, Hyunjeong,
my younger sister, and her husband all came to the airport. I felt that the waiting time was
too long. Finally, 37-year-old Soojung went from being in a photo to coming out in real life.
When I saw Soojung, I felt so sorry to her and was afraid of seeing her. I could not look
into her eyes. I brought her to my home and introduced my family and let her rest, as she
seemed tired from the jetlag. The next morning, I made a seaweed soup for Soojung. I spent
the whole day with her, but still could not believe it. During the last 34 years, I imagined a
little three-year-old daughter, but she was now taller than I and had a new name, so I was
confused.
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On May 31, we went Seoul and went a traditional Korean clothing shop and measured her
size. We ate cold noodles and went to Myeong-dong and Insa-dong, and we saw many
things together. The next day, we went my hometown, Sangju. We bowed at my parents’
graves. [ would not regret the past; as I bowed to my father’s grave I swore it. We met my
elder brother and nephews and had a good time together.

Time flew too fast, and on June 3, she went back to the USA. I went to the airport with her.
Hyunjeong also came to airport. My elder sister, Hyunjeong, Eunjin, and Soojung and I all
had coffee together and took photos. I tried not to cry, as my daughter was going back to a
happy life.

We said we will meet on October 1 and said goodbye with smile. But when I came back
home I lost all my strength. I wanted just sleep nothing else, but I could not do so. Cooked
meals, laundry, took and picked the grandchildren from kindergarten and I slept all my
spare time.

Soojung was with me all the time during the last 34 years, and now I had to send her away
again. I could not understand why I felt so empty. Now Soojung had an American name,
four children, and a husband in the USA. Sometimes I saw Soojung on Facebook, as my
daughter showed me. Still now I could not believe this woman with an American name and
Soojung are the same person. Where is my daughter Soojung? I have to see my daughter as
Soojung from now on. On October 1, I took a flight to the USA. After a 14-hour flight, Jisu
came to the airport to pick me up. We slept in a room in New Jersey with Jesu’s friend.
Then the next day, we went to Canada together. We saw Niagara Falls and other tourist
sites, but my mind was with Soojung and waited until I see her again. I spent 15 days in
New Jersey but could not think about anything apart from Soojung. On October 19, I took a
flight for a Jacksonville. When I arrived at the Jacksonville Airport, Soojung was waiting
with a boy. When I saw the boy, I became emotional with inexplicable feeling. I nearly fell
down with tears. The boy was LB. I had seen his photos before; he is the third child of
Soojung. I hugged him with all my heart. On the way to her house, I stopped by a Korean
mart and bought various Korean foods that Soojung likes. She likes Korean foods and eats
so well. I met her adoptive parents; it was such good meeting. I went with them to a
baseball match and tourist places. It felt like a dream. Two nights and three days was such a
short time to see my daughter. I was so sad coming back to Korea.

February 15, 2014 was Soojung’s birthday. I got up early and cooked seaweed soup with
japchae. I had cooked seaweed soup every single year, but this year was more meaningful. I
took a photo of the seaweed soup and sent it to her, saying,“Happy birthday to you!”
Although I met her joyfully, how can I understand all her pain and fear? However, I never
forgot you, even for one second in my life. My daughter Soojung, I am so sorry as a mom!!
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Margie Perscheid (American adoptive mother of Korean children)

I am Margie Perscheid, the adoptive parent of two Korean children who are now in their
20s, whom my husband Ralf and I adopted as infants. Paul (now 25) and Mara (23) live in
Los Angeles, California, where both are working, Paul in the video gaming industry and
Mara as a physical trainer and soon-to-be emergency medical technician.

I am humbled and inspired to participate in Single Mom’s Day and on this panel this year.

I’'m humbled because I join as one of thousands of parents whose families have been
formed because of the tragedies and sorrows experienced by my fellow panelists and
thousands of other women and families.

I am equally inspired by the adoptees and mothers here. It is never easy to stand up to an
injustice that society doesn’t recognize or justifies in some way as the sad but logical result
of accepted inequities. You are taking that stand.

In a way, anything I say here today could be considered hypocrisy, because I have adopted
and benefited from your loss. Many adoptive parents realize this and pull away from those
who are working to reform adoption. They feel uncomfortable speaking out against the
system that brought them their children and may even feel their critique is a betrayal of
their own and other adoptive families.

The resulting emotional conflict silences many adoptive parents, even when they agree that
the current system of adoption must change. We have to speak out, however, because in
many countries, certainly the United States, adoptive parents have long controlled the
dialog around adoption. We have had the strongest connections with the adoption agencies,
social workers, lawmakers and religious organizations that have driven adoption practice
and law to its current broken state.

It is a desire to break this silence that brings me to Single Moms’ Day this year. I come, as
an individual and an active member of the Korean adoption community, to find ways to
collaborate that encourage the large, silent majority of adoptive parents to join ranks as we
work for change. I also come to promote subsidiarity, the wise principle that children are
best served first in their immediate and extended birth families, next by adoption in their
birth countries and finally by intercountry adoption.

Most of all, I come to listen, to learn and to share what may be helpful to your efforts to
support the rights of women to raise their children. For too long, adoptive parents have
claimed the right to promote and conduct adoption as we have seen fit. It should be no
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surprise to anyone that we adoptive parents will try to fix adoption on our own terms,
which almost always includes promoting adoption as the first choice for children and for
single pregnant women.

Instead of trying to push forward our own agenda, we adoptive parents must give control of
the adoption experience to adoptees and to parents who have lost children to adoption or
are raising children as single mothers in spite of the challenges. You are the ones who live
the losses and challenges, day in and day out. You are the experts, and I am here to learn
from you.

I hope that by participating here today, other adoptive parents will see that it is possible to
join in the good fight for family preservation and ethical child care without betraying out
families and experiences. I hope, too, that adoptive parents will join hands with adoptee and
birth parent activists, rather than labeling and dismissing them as we too often do,
particularly when you speak passionately.

You must keep speaking out, as loudly and passionately as you can — and we adoptive
parents must stop labeling and dismissing. We must face the fact that we have participated
in something that has proved to be unjust in far too many cases. It’s time for us to hand
over control of adoption dialog and policy development to those who should have had it all
along: adopted people and their parents.

Stepping back and listening to mothers and adoptees has changed the way I think about
adoption. I once believed that adoption was a “win-win-win” solution for mothers facing
unplanned pregnancies, their children and infertile people like me. I believed, too, that I had
no right to interfere in Korean cultural attitudes; I still hear this from adoptive parents and
even some adoptees. I also used to think I had no power to change Korean attitudes toward
single parenthood or adoption, but I now know that the information age gives us all the
power to influence across the globe, if we choose to use that power.

You have used every means available to you to work for change in Korea. Your work is
influencing and driving needed change in the United States, too, and in other countries.
You, as individuals and organizations, are providing support to single mothers, denouncing
baby box abandonments and fabricated hojeoks, educating the mainstream and even
changing laws.

You are doing the work that we adoptive parents have failed to do, because we have been
too busy promoting adoption and working to increase its volume. One day, and hopefully
soon, the success of the families you are creating here and the ethical adoption practices
you are promoting will show the world that adoption only succeeds when it gives more to
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mother and child than it takes from them. This can never be the case when mothers are
separated from children they want to parent for lack emotional and material support.

You deserve the support of all adoptive parents, and you have mine. I am glad to be here
and anxious to learn from your experiences, and equally happy to share my own with you.
Thank you for allowing me to join this incredible event.

Margie Perscheid is the adoptive mother of two young adults, both born in Korea and
adopted as infants. She is the co-founder and current president of Korean Focus of Metro
DC, which provides information, support and programs for adoptive parents and adoptees
in Washington’s Korean adoption community, and an active member of the KAAN
community. She shared her personal adoption experiences at her blog Third Mom and now
writes at Adoption Paradigm Shift. Margie is a former teacher of German and ESOL, and
has been a technology project and program manager since the mid 1980s. Her family is bi-
coastal, living in the Washington suburbs and Los Angeles.
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The co-hosts of this year’s Single Moms’ Day, KUMFA and TRACK, would especially
like to thank the following individuals for making this event possible by giving generously
of their precious time and resources:
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Gail Hart

Tanya Herbick
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Terry Jang

Kelley Jeong
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We also extend our sincere thanks to this year’s co-sponsors and their staff,
the boards and staff at all the solidarity organizations involved in Single Moms’ Day,

and to all the donors, volunteers, and friends who support single parent families.



