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Soll ofsHa] @ (Convention on the Rights of the Child: CRC)-2 19894

HI 29101 1990 9Y e A|siE|Qltt CRC 54%3; &£ 7, 8, 20, 212+ =973}
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'Adoption Day' vs. 'Single Moms' Day'

The celebration of 'Single Moms' Day' instead of 'Adoption Day' is a confrontational
discourse to prioritize encouraging society to embrace single mother families facing the

crisis of separation

This coming May 11 is 'Adoption Day." However, the returning adoptee organization
"Truth and Reconciliation for the Adoption Community of Korea' (TRACK), followed by
'KoRoot' and then assisted by the 'Korean Unwed Mothers and Family Association' and
'Korean Single Parent Alliance'rolled up their sleeves to celebrate May 11 as 'Single
Moms' Day,' and are preparing an international conference and commemoration event.
The international conference will be held all day long on that date at the Community
Chest auditorium on Seoul, Jonggu, Jung-dongm, and a commemoration event will be

held in the “Sunken Garden” of Kyobo Bookstore at noon.

It is a kind of confrontational discourse to mark 'Single Moms' Day' on the same
day as 'Adoption Day.'At the root of adoption is family dissolution, especially the
separation of unmarried mothers' families. We should gather our society's power and
give consideration to single mothers' families facing the crisis of separation. What we
want to say is that before we try to solve the problem through adoption, shouldn't

society provide unwed mothers with the alternative of raising their children?

Confrontational discourses often fissure ideas that were strongly held inside a
society and also function as a driving force for reconstructing that society. Because of
that, confrontational discourses can be uncomfortable for people who have to go
against the voice of opposition. However, by closely listening to the wisdom lodged in

these discourses, participating in the recomposition of the future should be healthier.

In the case of the United States, the second Monday of October every year is the
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national holiday 'Columbus Day." However, the government of South Dakota refuses to
celebrate this day and instead celebrates 'Native American Day." To them, 'Columbus
Day' is nothing but beautifying the exploitation of the American continent by the
Europeans. These kinds of confrontational discourses gained support, being accepted in
Hawaii along with several different states and cities in the U.S. In a similar matter,
American natives renamed the biggest American holiday 'Thanksgiving Day' as the
'National Day of Mourning.'This is to recall the fact that after the first Thanksgiving
Day, the white immigrants began huge-scale attacks and genocide against the American
natives. Like these, a confrontational discourse 1s some type of struggle to not forget
and at the same time, to revise the interpretation of history with a passion to

construct the future of the society in a different way.

Likewise, last year in Australia's Western State of Australia, the government
apologized to the women who had been subjected to forced separations of unmarried
mothers and children as well as adoption measures from the 1940s to 1980s.At the
same time, they comforted adoptees who were separated from their birth families by
placing a bouquet of roses in the courtyard of the Parliament. These were all

achievements of the confrontational discourse cultivated with regard to adoption.

If we reflect on the reality in which the government has instituted '"Adoption Day' on
its own, we should welcome the advent of 'Single Moms' Day' as a confrontational
discourse that tries to guarantee the rights of unmarried mothers and single mothers'
unit family formations and provide social consideration to them, in order to prevent

them from being separated from their children.

= bSIl http://www.hani.co.kr/arti/opinion/because/476712.html
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Single Moms’ Day shifts focus to family preservation

TRACK and KoRoot to host international conference May 11 placing the spotlight on
single moms
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May 11 is “Adoption Day.” The government
created the day in 2006 to activate for domestic
adoption. Every year around this time, however,
there are people whose hearts are cut to
pieces. They are the mothers whose children
were sent overseas. The Dandelion parents’

group 1s a group of mothers who were

compelled to send their children overseas for
adoption in the 1970s and 1980s. The mothers

A Noh Keum-ju (Noh  Myung-ja)
discusses the circumstances of formed the group three years ago to
separation from her son pictured
on the poster for the film
“Resilience” at Koroot in Seoul, information on their children visiting Korea.

May 5.(Photo by Lee Jeong-a) Most of the 12 members have been reunited

commiserate, help one another and share

with their children.

“It is another start. Because we cannot communicate due to language, I cannot
explain, and even if it is a bit insufficient, I want to say it's all my fault... Overseas

adoption, to those involved, is a pain that must be endured for a lifetime.”

Noh Keum-ju (Noh Myung-ja), 52, the chairwoman of the group, said, “Before 2005,
when I was reunited with my son, I did not even know the phrase ‘overseas adoption,’

and I assumed he was living in Korea.”

Noh continued, “Without my knowledge, my husband’s family sent my child to an
ob/gyn and signed a statement relinquishing parental rights. Later, I found out the
hospital sent my son to an institution, and the country [Korea] sold my child off. My

world collapsed when I heard the news.”

“When I was 18 and working in a factory, I gave birth to Seong-wook (35, living in
South Dakota, United States) due to an unwanted pregnancy. My starvation was so
serious that I was unable to lactate. My husband gambled and was never around, and
the next year, while I was away for a month, I lost my child,” said Noh. “I went out

of my mind, so I went to find him.” 30 years later, she found him again.

Through the adoptee-founded organization Global Overseas Adoptees’ Link (G.O.A.L.)
assisting returning adoptees, Seong-wook found her first. At a glance, she could tell,
“He looks just like me. He is my child.” His face, however, revealed the gloom of his
own family troubles. Listening to his story with difficulty, she learned he grew up
without the appropriate help from his adopted parents. He started his own family at a
young age, and they were poor, and his daughter even developed a heart condition.
Noh said she felt most sorry that she could not help him though she wanted to

because of her situation, despite being his birth mother.

Their story was the subject of adoptee filmmaker Tammy Chu’'s documentary film
“Resilience.” The film was shot over a three-year period and premiered at the Busan
International Film Festival. Noh also made Chu, who met her birth mother before she

passed away at an early age, an adopted daughter.
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May 11 is the first “Single Mom’s Day,” created by adoption and single mother
groups. Noh plans to tell her story at an international conference that day at the
Community Chest Auditorium hosted by Truth and Reconciliation for the Adoption
Community of Korea (TRACK) and KoRoot, a guest house for overseas adoptees

returning to South Korea.

“Society will only change if mothers like me show themselves more. I am a mother
whose child was sent for overseas adoption, and a single mother. If a base is created
so that single mothers can also raise their children, the nation’s concerns about
adoption will also disappear,” said Noh. “We must lessen the pain that must be

suffered to the day they die by those affected by overseas adoption.”

Kwon Hee-jong, a coordinator at the Korean Unwed Mothers Support Network
(KUMSN), said, “70 percent of the mothers at state-supported facilities relinquish their
children for adoption, while in the United States, the ratio of mothers who give up

their children is just 1 percent.”

Kwon added, “It is absolutely necessary that we eliminate prejudices so that
birthmothers can raise their children on their own and expand support before

encouraging adoption.”

= bSIl http://english.hani.co.kr/arti/english_edition/e_national/476672.html
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A day redefined to honor single moms

We challenge the government to support children in the families in which they were

born. -Jane Jeong Trenka

The stories of adoptees are often recounted
in the media, especially around this time of
year, when focus on the government-
designated Adoption Day produces articles
about adoptees who have returned to Korea

or are seeking to reunite with their birth

family.

But behind every adoption there is another

story to tell about a woman who has surrendered a child, and oftentimes not by choice.

What keeps these women from raising their children is a persistent stigma in a still
patriarchal society that says they are unfit to raise their children alone and don’t

deserve the social or financial support to do so.

Until recently, their stories remained hidden, a dark secret at the core of the

adoption issue.

But many of these women have begun not only to fight the system and demand
support for their choice but also to speak about their experiences in an effort to gain

recognition for the rights of other women to keep their children.

One adoptee group joined the fight by organizing a Single Moms' Day on Adoption
Day, May 11, to shift the focus from adoption to family preservation. At a conference
organized for the occasion, single mothers recounted the sometimes harrowing
experiences of seeing their children sent for adoption by relatives or agency workers
while adoptees voiced their support for the actions of a single moms group that is
working to change the law so future generations will have the option of raising their

children.

147



Track-ing adoption

Single Moms’ Day was organized by Truth
and Reconciliation for the Adoption Community
of Korea (Track), an adoptee-founded group

that advocates for family preservation and

adoptee rights; KoRoot, a guesthouse for

A Jane Jeong Trenka, far left, and adoptees returning to Korea; the Korean
Single Moms’ Day participants . o
distribute  cakes  celebrating  single Unwed Mothers & Families Association
mothers and those who spent their (Kumfa), a single mothers advocacy group;
first birthday away from their . .
family. By Jes Eriksen and the Korean Single Parent Alliance. It

included a gift drive, conference and cake give

away and was held May 11 at Community Chest of Korea in Jeong-dong, central Seoul.

“By raising public awareness about this issue, we can challenge the Korean
government to meaningfully and sufficiently support children in the families in which
they are born instead of sending them for adoption either domestically or
internationally,” said Jane Jeong Trenka, a Korean adoptee who was adopted to the
United States when she was 6-years-old and the author of two autobiographies and an

anthology about adoption.

Single moms speak out

Having few options and little money, one single mother, who wishes to remain
anonymous, signed papers relinquishing her rights to her child before giving birth. She

was 24-years-old and on her own and it was the best option she could imagine.

But after her daughter was born, she decided she couldn’t bear to give her daughter
up and decided to do what she needed to do to raise her. She returned to the agency
to try to get the child back, but was unsuccessful, though the agency did allow her
visits. The last time she went, the social worker told her that she wouldn’'t be able to
see the child anymore if she kept asking to get her back. When she persisted, the
social worker told her that even if it were possible to reverse the adoption process,

she would have to repay the agency the money spent on the baby and the birth.

At the conference, she encouraged the government to support women who want to
raise their children and create an environment in which a woman can raise a child on

her own.

“A child is not something we can give to someone else,” she said. “Adoption should

be considered after the birth mother is given a chance to raise her own child.”
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History

The kind of institutionalized international adoption . .
P Statstics on Korean Adoption

that exists today began on a large-scale following the {Urik: riambar] : —
1950-53 Korean War with orphaned and mixed-race . ::‘ :;;::;::ﬁ;:iinon
children. But it is a different entity today, with ?%21%‘58
around 90 percent of international adoptees the “*«%:’m
children of unwed single mothers. Mﬁ”

According to the Ministry of Health and Welfare, 155;;2“ \
158,703 children were adopted abroad from 1953-2005, ¥ | ‘-:5‘ 1,388
though some estimates put the number closer to \*1'235’%:‘\5,{"5_1‘?4
200,000 because of the large number of unrecorded i 125;_:;5?%“
adoptions. : i3 i 1

But of the 1,250 children adopted abroad in 2008, . Lt I L
203 7000 205 2006 2000 708 2009

1,114 were the children of unwed mothers, or 89.1 Sourcs: Ministry: of Heslth and Walfars

percent, according to a 2009 study by the state-run

Korea Women's Development Institute.

The Korean government has tried to stem the tide of overseas adoption, most
notably following an article published in The Progressive in 1988 that branded the
country as a “baby exporting nation.” The article, which appeared ahead of the
Summer Olympics in Seoul the same year, shamed the country and lowered adoption

rates, but it wasn’t long before the numbers rose again.

Later, in the face of a plunging birth rate, one of the world’s lowest in 2008 at 1.19,
the government began making policies to encourage couples to have children - offering
money to families with more than three children and, recently, by providing free day

care for multiethnic families.

But experts say the government’s effort to boost the birthrate while ignoring the
needs of unwed single mothers is indicative of its bias against these women, who are

viewed as unfit to raise their children.

The government created Adoption Day in 2005 to promote domestic and reduce

international adoption.

Although the international adoption rate is on the decline, with 1,125 children adopted
abroad in 2010, the increase in domestic adoption has been minimal, from 1,306 children
in 2008 to 1,314 in 2009, according to the Ministry of Health and Welfare.

At the conference, Trenka pointed out that the imbalance in gender roles has had a

significant impact on women’s rights and unwed single mothers in particular.

Lack of adequate social-welfare support, Trenka said, is another obstacle for single
women raising a child. She cited a 2010 Alternative Report by Korean NGOs to the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child, that said child and family expenditures
accounted for 1.7 percent of the national budget, the lowest level among OECD

countries.

149



Conference participant Gahm Eun-nam, a single mother, spoke about her own

struggle to apply for welfare support.

When she went to register as the head of a single-parent family, she was told she

was ineligible because she earns more than 800,000 won ($737) a month.

“Wealthy or poor, old or young, single mothers share similar problems,” Gahm said.

“It is not right to equate our social status with the amount of money we make.”

Many of the experts and single mothers who spoke at the conference pointed to a
need for greater social acceptance of a woman’s right to raise her child, in addition to

an increase in welfare support.

Choi Young-hee, a Democratic Party lawmaker, is working on a revision to the
country’s Special Adoption Law in a coalition with several groups including the Single
Moms  Day event organizers. She said that through the law, which shifts the focus of
the current law from adoption promotion to family preservation, she would strive to

set a new paradigm for single mothers and adoption.

“Children in adoptive and foster families get 1.07 million won per year from the
government,” Choi said. “But a single mother raising a child only receives a monthly
subsidy of 50,000 won until the child turns 12. We are now challenging this archaic

system.”

Though the law revision, which is set to be considered in an upcoming National
Assembly session, focuses largely on adoption, there are also provisions for single
mothers, most notably a requirement for unbiased counseling that is free from adoption

agency interference.

At the conference, several adoptees spoke about their experiences, including Jes

Erikson, a Danish adoptee, who also discussed his view of Korean society.

“] grew up In a society with a very robust welfare system in which equal
opportunity, including gender equality, is a primary asset. So I find it only natural to
question which laws and social norms constitute the root causes for inequality,” he
said. “And this is why I find it Interesting to question the system of overseas
adoption as a symptom of an underlying social infrastructure that can and should be

changed over time.”

During the conference, all of the single moms, whether their child had been
relinquished for adoption or not, pointed to the social stigma against single mothers in
Korean society. But what’s changed is that more of them are willing to stand and be

recognized.

“I'm ready to go out in public and say I'm a single mother. I'm ready to say that
out loud, but I don’t know if the public is ready to accept me as I am, and of course

my child as well,” said Choi Hyong-sook, a single mother.

Choi has a 7-year-old boy who used to ask why people called his mom a “single
mom”~ and Choi remembered having to explain her situation to him. Now, she says, he

1s proud to be the son of a single mother. He even says it out loud in restaurants
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when talking to his friends, she said.

“I'm happy he is not ashamed of who his mother is, and he doesn’t need to be,”
Choi said. “But it hurts when I sense how other people at the restaurants stare at

”»

him.

http://joongangdaily.joins.com/article/view.asp?aid=2936429
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The Korea Herald Hannah Stuart-Leach

2011.05.04 (hannahsl@heraldm.com)

First Korean Single Moms' Day

Celebrations during Korea's family month of May are to recognize single mothers in

the country’s first ever Single Mom’s Day.

Unwed mothers and their children are to be celebrated and supported at a
conference exploring issues ranging from international adoption to the discrimination

these small families often face.

Attendees will celebrate the event on May 11 by sharing enough birthday cakes to

feed 1,000 people outside Kyobo bookstore in Seoul’s Gwanghwamun.

The cakes made by Mi n Mi Cake bakery will be given out at the bookstore’s
sunken garden at 12 p.m. to wish a collective happy birthday to kids raised by single

moms — who often lack support in Korea.

Children will also be given presents bought through a gift drive for the conference
hosted by the Korean Unwed Mothers and Families Association (Miss Mama Mia), the
Korean Single Parent Association, Truth and Reconciliation for the Adoption Community
of Korea and KoRoot.

Miss Mamma Mia member, Jo Su-yung, 41, who requested a toy car for her son
through the gift drive, told why she decided on raising her child without a husband on
falling pregnant: “Forty is somewhat of an old age, so I decided to have my child. It
has been hard, but I don’t regret it one bit and we are living a strong and bright life

together.”

The international conference aims to raise awareness about challenges facing single
mothers, and to encourage the Korean government to provide more support to help

them raise their children rather than feeling the need to resort to adoption.

TRACK president Jane Jeong Trenka, who has written three books about her own
experiences as a Korean adoptee in America, said: “We decided to organize single
mom’s day because this year is the 6th year that the government and adoption

agencies have organized adoption day to promote domestic adoption.

“Since around 90 percent of Korean children put up for adoption come from single
moms, we want to promote family preservation and support for them rather

thanadoption.”

Kwon Hee-jung, executive director of event sponsor, the Korean Unwed Mothers’
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Support Network, which also works to change
attitudes toward unwed mothers, agreed: “Our society
has not accepted their (unwed mothers’) right to be
mothers for a long time and the majority of people
naturally think they are supposed to give up their

babies for adoption.

“This is against human rights and now it is time to
recognize motherhood out of marriage as legitimate as

motherhood inside marriage.”

Unlike in many Western countries, Korean single

mothers are often aged 25 or older.

Single mother Kim Deuk-won, 33, said: “Education is

A An unwed mother with
her baby taken at a so 1mportant because I believe it is the most efficient
support group facility,
(by Jeanne Modderman)

way to change prejudices around us.”

The international conference titled, ‘“Redefining Family:
Moving from Adoption to Family Preservation 1s to be held at the Community Chest

of Korea conference room on May 11 from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Speakers will discuss official positions on international adoption as well as hearing

first-hand stories from international adoptees and single mothers.

One such mother, Choi Hyung Sook, has stood up to tell her story — in the face of

discrimination by those around her.

She initially gave her baby up for adoption after becoming pregnant at the age of 35.
The father refused to be involved in the child’s life, and her older brother warned her

that raising the baby would affect their parents too.

“In Korean society, raising a baby alone is not just my problem,” she explained,

referring to the stigma imparted on the entire family.

But when she took her son back to care for him herself she was forced to close her
beauty shop after people discovered she was an unwed mother. After the local press
reported that she did not have a husband, people began calling to check that it was

true.

After six months, sales dropped, and coworkers began discriminating against her.
“The drop in sales was difficult, but more difficult was the hurt I received from other

people,” she said.

“These people were like my family, they came to my home and we ate together.

But because I am an unwed mother ... they thought badly of me.”
Although she has struggled financially and emotionally, she says she has no regrets.
“Even though life is difficult, when I see my son smile, I live for that.”

No registration is required for the International Conference and freewill donations are

accepted from those attending on the day. Visit http://justicespeaking.wordpress.com for
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more information, details on donating to the gift drive or to contribute in other ways.

= bSI http://www.koreaherald.com/national/Detail.jsp?newsMLId=20110504000899
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Korea Celebrates 6th Adoption Day to Promote Domestic Adoption

The Korean government designated May 11th Adoption Day in 2006 to boost adoption
rates within the country.

And this year, some Il-thousand government officials, social workers and adoptive
parents participated in a special event in Seoul.

[Interview : Lee Hwa-sup, Adoptive parent] "People worry that they might not be
happy because adopted children are not related to them. But look, we're a very happy,
loving family. When a beautiful child joins your family, it brings so much joy."

The government started a new service on Wednesday, connecting adoption agencies
and parents seeking to adopt a child, which will provide more information for both
sides. And, although it is important to raise awareness about adoption, some say it is

equally important to help change society's perception of single mothers.

"May 11th was also chosen as Single Mom's Day, to raise public awareness about
the connection between adoption and single mothers and the discrimination the women

face."”

Several Korean organizations, including TRACK and KoRoot, came together to
organize the first international conference on single mothers and a special party where
adoptees and women who gave up their children spoke up.

Supporters say there is a prejudice against single mothers in Korea and this is driving
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up the number of children being given up for adoption.

[Interview : Kim Do-hyun, Director KoRoot] "More than 2,4-hundred Korean children
were adopted domestically and internationally last year, with 90 percent of them from

single mothers. We want to support women who decide to raise their babies alone."

Experts demand that the government revise its adoption law so that mothers have at
least 30 days to decide before giving up their child.
They also argue that the mothers need more support and that stricter measures are
crucial when assessing potential adoptive parents.

Oh Jee-hyun, Arirang News.

http://www.arirang.co.kr/News/News_View.asp?nseq=115841&code=Ne2&category=2
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June 10, 2011
Adoptee academics, researchers & activists

1. Becky Belcore (US) Educating Korean/American and Korean diasporic communities
nationally on Korean adoptee issues have included the following roles: Helping Adoptees
Lead Together member; Executive Director and Board Member of Korean American
Resource and Cultural Center; Korean American Women in Need (KAN-WIN); National
Korean American Service & Education Consortium (NAKASEC) Board of Directors
Member

2. Brian Belcore (US) Contributing researcher to "Korean Adoptees Share Koreanness: A
Parenthesis of History" by Tammy Ko Robinson and Becky Belcore in Koreans In The
Windy City, Editors Hyock Chun, Kwang Chung Kim, Shin Kim, East Rock Institute
(2005); Contributing Programming Member of Camp Pride for Korean Adoptee high
school age students in the US (2005-2009)

3. Edo Beukenhorst (BEL/ROK) Adoptee Solidarity Korea (ASK)

4. Kimberly Campbell (US/ROK) Deputy Editor, the Hankyoreh, Adoptee Solidarity
Korea (ASK)

5. Marc Champod (SUI/ROK) MSW candidate, Seoul National University, Adoptee
Solidarity Korea (ASK)

6. Jennifer Kwon Dobbs (US) Assistant Professor and Director of American Racial and
Multicultural Studies, Saint Olaf College, Literature/Creative Writing/Asian American
Studies. Editor for the Journal of Korean Adoption Studies (2011 Issue) and The
Proceedings of the Second International Symposium on Korean Adoption Studies (2010).
Columns and new stories based on present research on adoptee birth searches and
unwed moms have appeared in Chosun Ilbo, Conducive Magazine, Gyeonghyang News,
Hankyoreh, Korea Herald, Korea Times, Pressian, and Yonhap News.

7. Amy T. Ginther (Cho Mi Hyang) (US) BFA, Drama Performance, Magna Cum
Laude, Hofstra Unversity. Writer, Producer, Actor of "between," a one woman play

about Korean-American adoption: produced in New York, Edinburgh Fringe, Seoul.
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Educator and activist. Reunited with Birthfamily in 2004.

8. Boonyoung Han (DE/ROK) Graduate student, Soongsil University

9. Shannon Heit (US/ROK) MA candidate, Hanyang University

10. Tobias Hiibinette (SWE) PhD Korean Studies, researcher at the Multicultural Centre

and lecturer at Sodertorn University. Author of and numerous publications on adoption
including Comforting an Orphaned Nation (2006)

11. Jane Jin Kaisen (DEN) MFA, UCLA; MA, The Royal Danish Academy of Fine
Arts; visual artist, filmmaker

12. Jae Kauffman (US) International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 48,
Adoptee Solidarity Korea (ASK) founding member

13. Mee Joo Kim (US/ROK) Adoptee Solidarity Korea (ASK)

14. Su-Yoon Ko (US/ROK) Adoptee Solidarity Korea (ASK)

15. Tammy Ko Robinson (US/ROK) Professor, Applied Arts, Hanyang University.
Writing on adoption matters in South Korea spans twelve years and includes: MA thesis
"Historical Wagers of Intercountry Adoption in South Korea" (1998) to most recently
"Literatures of Korean Adoption" in the Encyclopedia of Asian American Folklore and
Folklife (2010)

16. Julie Jong Koch (US/ROK) MSW, LISW; Adoptee Solidarity Korea (ASK)

17. Siri Lande (NOR) Actively educating herself and others in adoption issues since her
first return trip to South Korea as an adult Korean adoptee from Europe in 1997 and
since having served as a representative attendee to the Gathering of the First Generation
of Adult Korean Adoptees, Washington DC 1999

18. Maja Lee Langvad (DEN) Writer, researcher international adoption from South
Korea

19. Julayne Lee (US) Healthcare, Adoptee Solidarity Korea (ASK)

20. Mary Lee (US) Adoptee Solidarity Korea (ASK)

21. Leanne Leith (US) BA in Architecture, University of Washington. Core member,
Truth and Reconciliation for the Adoption Community of Korea (TRACK) ( 2009-2010).
Presenter, Global Overseas Adoptees' Link (G.O.A.'L) Annal Conference (2009). Artist,
A collection of one (2010) installed at South Korea's National Assembly.

22. Mihee-Nathalie Lemoine (aka Cho Mihee) (BEL/CAN) Artist, Advertising
Photography Studio Coordinator

23. Amanda Renee Kim Eun-Ja Silva Lowrey (US) PhD, Northwestern University;
Co-founder of Chicago Korean Adoptees (2001-2005); Co-founding Member Helping
Adoptees Lead Together (2004-present); current President Korean Adoptees of Hawai'i
(KAHI). Served as a participant in numerous research studies on adoption issues,
co-organizer for the KAHI Asian Adult Adoptee Gathering and Film Festival (2008),
participant in both the Adoptee Gathering in Seoul (2004, 2010), planning committee
member for International Korean Adoptee Associations (IKAA) Gathering 2010, and
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presenter Korean Adoptee Adoptive Parent Network.

24. Allen Majors (US) Board of the Korean Adoptees of Chicago, Board of the Korean
Cultural Center of Champaign-Urbana, Illinois, and member of Adopterade Koreaners
Forening (Sweden). Presented at Korean American Adoptee Adoptive Family Network
conferences, adult adoptee role model at "Jane Brown Workshops", addressed parents at
HOLT picnics, facilitated discussions at International Korean Adoptee Associations
conferences, and presented at Illinois Chinese Adopted Siblings Program. Am active in
the adult adoptee community through conferences, networking, and learning more about
adoption through historical and legal information as well as the power of stories.

Please be very clear that I mention my affiliations with these organizations strictly to
present my involvement in formal adoptee organizations and adoptee interests. I am in
no manner here attaching my support of the statement below in representing any of the
aforementioned organizations. My support is limited solely from myself as an individual.
25. Kelsey March (US) Adoptee Solidarity Korea (ASK)

26. Cori McMillan (US) Helping Adoptees Lead Together member (2004-2011), Korean
American Resource and Cultural Center Board of Directors (KRCC) Member
(2009-2011); Korean American Adoptee Adoptive Family Network (KAAN) Conference
Presenter (2007, 2009). Research areas include: adoptee rights, adoptee parenting
concerns, and solidarities between adoptee parents and birth mothers

27. Lene Myong (DEN) PhD, Assistant Professor, DPU, Aarhus University

28. Anders Riel Miiller (DEN) MA, Roskilde University, Denmark; Contributing Member
Adoptees of Color Roundtable (2010-2011)

29. Jenny Na (US/ROK) Deputy Editor, Korea JoongAng Daily, Adoptee Solidarity
Korea (ASK) founding member

30. Jacob Ki Nielsen (DEN) PhD Candidate, University of Copenhagen; research focus
is on multiculturalism in South Korea, Korean media and on topics and issues related to
international adoption particularly in the case of South Korea

31. Mads Nielsen (DEN/ROK) Doctoral candidate English literature, Sogang University
32. Ross Oke (US/ROK) Director of Administration of TRACK

33. Joo Ae Shin (US) MA candidate, University of San Francisco

34. Eli Park Serensen (DEN/ROK) PhD, Assistant Professor, College of Liberal Studies
Seoul National University; Research Focus: Postcolonial Studies, Korean Adoption
Literature

35. Kim Stoker (US/ROK) MA, Full-time Lecturer, Duksung Women's University;
Adoptee Solidarity Korea (ASK) Representative

36. Tammy Chu Tolle (US/ROK) Filmmaker, ASK founding member

37. Jenny Town (US) Master of International Affairs, Columbia University School of
International Public Affairs. Research areas: Human Rights, Women's Rights, South

Korean adoption and social welfare policies, North Korea, Nuclear safety and security
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38. Molly Townsend (US/ROK) Adoptee Solidarity Korea (ASK)

39. Jane Jeong Trenka (US/ROK) President of TRACK, author

40. Maya Weimer (US/ROK) MFA UC Irvine; Video/Media Artist; Professor, English
Dept., Dongguk University. An internationally exhibited artist, she has been involved in
the international adoptee community as an artist, researcher and activist for more than a
decade. Her focus is on transnationalism, migration, globalization, trauma, gender,

ethnicity/race, and cultural studies

Adoption scholars & researchers

41. Joemy Ito-Gates (US) Founder & Director of FUSION: A Summer Program for
Mixed Heritage & Transracially Adopted Youth

42. FEleana Kim (US) PhD, Assistant Professor of Anthropology, University of
Rochester, Rochester, NY, Cultural Anthropologist; Transnational Adoption Studies

43. Merete Laubjerg (DEN) MPH, University of Copenhagen; Public Health advisor,
researcher, research focus: adoptees health compared to non-adoptees in the host country
44, Richard M. Lee (US) PhD, Associate Professor of Psychology, University of
Minnesota; research focus on the role of race, ethnicity, and migration on the

development and mental health of internationally adopted individuals and families

Signed, June 2011
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